“Stalin was part of the first Soviet government as
People’s Commissar for Nationalities and the
Peoples and participated directly in the revolution-
ary civil war in his capacity as Commissar and
Commander on several fronts; this demonstrates
his military and political capacity in the forging and
consolidation of the young Soviet power and in
the strengthening of the Red Army. He was one of
the most prominent leaders of the party, the gov-
ernment and the army.”
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