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Bolivia  
Simón Arancibia 

Revolutionary Communist 
Party (PCR) 

What is fascism and how to combat it?  

A reading from the Bolivian reality  

During the last 18 months the political situation in Bolivia has 

undergone abrupt transformations: after almost 14 years of the gov-

ernment of Evo Morales, the fascist oligarchy carried out a coup 

dôétat and remained in government illegitimately for a year; the 

overwhelming popular mobilization against the coup was translated 

into a decisive electoral defeat for the oligarchy and the negotiated 

transition towards the government of Luis Arce Catacora (MAS-

IPSP). 

For the petty-bourgeois and post-modern intelligentsia, con-

cepts such as fascism, neo-fascism, authoritarianism and totalitari-

anism are used almost interchangeably, referring to any phenome-

non with which they do not agree; the conservative media and those 

related to the illegitimate Áñez regime have even gone so far as to 

state that any trial against the coup plotters is not only political per-

secution but is supposedly fascism. Faced with the campaign of 

disinformation and lies, it is just and necessary to clarify from 

Marxism-Leninism what fascism is, how it has been expressed and 

how it is expressed in Bolivia and how to combat it. 

Post-modernism in its various presentations seeks to reduce the 

concept of fascism to discursive constructions that lead to acts of 

hatred or discrimination, or to a historical event of the Second 

World War (hence the insistence on using the term neo-fascism). It 

strives to abstract the concept of fascism or neo-fascism from the 

concrete reality of class struggle, nationally and internationally, and 

for that reason it focuses so vehemently on the construction of sub-

jectivity (discourse, among other elements) to not addressing the 

objective facts, the class interests that drive fascism as a form of 

government. 

Capitalism as a social economic formation is based on two an-

tagonistic social classes (bourgeoisie and proletariat) together with a 

series of intermediate classes and social layers, in the Bolivian case 

these intermediate classes and layers are a product of the character-
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istics of our variegated social reality due to the persistence of pre-

capitalist production relations subsumed to the capitalist mode of 

production, by our situation of dependence on imperialist capital 

and the consequent technological backwardness. Capitalism as a 

mode of production can adopt different variants in terms of the form 

of government adopted by the state to meet the needs of the ruling 

classes and class factions in a given historical moment and geo-

graphical space; with variants of representative democracy (parlia-

mentary or presidential), constitutional monarchy, fascist dictator-

ship, combinations of these or any other form of government, while 

maintaining capitalist exploitation as a base and guaranteeing great 

private property, it is still a bourgeois state. The specific character-

istics of each form of government naturally affect the forms of 

struggle that the working class can or must assume and the condi-

tions under which it must fight, but they do not deny the class es-

sence of the state. 

At the XIII Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Com-

munist International (1933) fascism was characterized as the ñopen 

terrorist dictatorship of the most reactionary, most chauvinistic and 

most imperialist elements of finance capital.ò In this brief and pre-

cise characterization it is established that fascism responds to the 

interests of finance capital, that is, it is not just any capital, but the 

expression of monopoly capital that merges productive capital with 

bank capital; it is the sector that expresses the highest degree with 

concentration and centralization of capital. The characteristics of 

finance capital and its organic expression - the financial oligarchy, 

are explained in detail by Lenin in his work Imperialism, the High-

est Stage of Capitalism. Finance capital and its development are part 

of the imperialist phase of capitalism, so it is not a merely a national 

phenomenon but is deeply intertwined with imperialism. 

The finance capital of the imperialist countries, organized in 

cartels and associations, divides up the world, seizing not only mar-

kets but also control of the countries themselves; in this way an 

international division of labor is carried out. The developed imperi-

alist capitalist countries relegate their colonies and semi-colonies to 

the role of exporters of raw materials, or cheap labor. So how is 

finance capital or the financial oligarchy expressed in dependent 

countries? In dependent countries such as Bolivia, the financial 

oligarchy is essentially dependent: economically, politically, social-

ly and culturally. The dependent financial oligarchy does not seek to 
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contribute to sovereign national development, which is why it tends 

to export its capital, whether to tax havens or to invest it in other 

countries - in Bolivia according to Central Bank data, capital ex-

ports correspond to 15% of GDP. The dependence on finance capi-

tal is expressed in the debt that they maintain with imperialist capi-

tal, through private external debt and direct foreign investment, 

which in the Bolivian case reaches 31% of GDP. 

Despite the imperialist character of finance capital (or pro-

imperialist in the case of dependent finance capital), its discursive 

force is based on chauvinism, the extreme exacerbation of national-

ism, which goes hand in hand with racism and xenophobia. In de-

veloped countries the emerging bourgeoisie fulfilled a role of ad-

vancement and modernization with regard to feudalism; in the im-

perialist phase of capitalism, the already dominant bourgeois class 

no longer has a goal of social progress but quite the opposite ï it 

must retain and delay the advance of society since its very existence 

is at risk. In dependent countries like ours, the bourgeoisie was born 

as a product of the penetration of imperialist capital, and it is gener-

ally the product of the transformation of the old feudal and landlord 

classes, which is why it was born with a conservative and reaction-

ary vision. The bourgeoisie as a class in general tends towards reac-

tionary positions, but there are factions that assume this need with 

greater belligerence, which is why they resort to religion, sexism, 

racism and other schemes projected through the mass media to le-

gitimize themselves. 

This precision of the Communist International regarding the 

class interests represented in fascism is not complete if we do not 

consider the form of application that is proposed - the ñopen terror-

ist dictatorshipò. Well, at certain times and junctures the financial 

oligarchy can govern using bourgeois democratic forms, with ample 

guarantees, freedoms and rights guaranteed by the Constitution. The 

full validity of bourgeois democracy is subject to a fundamental 

condition at all times ï the guarantee of large private property over 

the means of production; when this condition is at risk, the bour-

geoisie justifies the total or partial suspension of guarantees, free-

doms and rights and even its own institutionality in order to safe-

guard private property. Beyond the institutional formality that may 

or may not exist, the óopen terrorist dictatorshipô supposes the use 

of all the means at the disposal of the state to impose the interests of 

finance capital. 
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Based on these general guidelines, Dimitrov explains that ñThe 

development of fascism, and the fascist dictatorship itself, assume 

different forms in different countries, according to historical, social 

and economic conditions and to the national peculiarities, and the 

international position of the given country.ò There are emblematic 

examples of fascism in Europe from the 1930s and 1940s, but these 

forms are neither the only ones nor are they exclusive. In Bolivian 

history we find important examples of fascism in the dictatorships 

of Banzer (1971-78) and García Meza (1980-81) that help to under-

stand some of the peculiarities of fascism in our country. 

The rise of fascism to power is not simply a change of govern-

ment, nor is it an incidental event but it is the product of a process 

of the accumulation of forces, furthermore the separation of fascism 

from state power does not imply its total defeat. In Bolivia the em-

bryo of fascism has been brewing for decades, during the first years 

of the Morales government (2006-2009) it had a high degree of 

articulation and unleashed furious attacks to defend its privileges 

against the threat posed by the óOctober Agendaô (the the main 

demands of the Gas War in 2003 that were the nationalization and 

industrialization of natural resources and the call for a Constituent 

Assembly). During these years of confrontation between the popular 

bloc and the ómedia lunaô (óhalf-moon ï the name by which the 

articulation of the authorities and civic-business entities of the east-

ern and southern regions of the country was known) the country 

witnessed the attacks of paramilitary groups, massacres, seizures of 

institutions, economic sabotage and media bombardment. The popu-

list national government of MAS-IPSP had two options: to advance 

together with the mobilized people to crush fascism or to negotiate 

with it. Negotiations behind the backs of the popular movement 

gave rise to a series of concessions and agreements between the 

MAS-IPSP leadership and the oligarchy in order to pacify the coun-

try, leaving the paramilitary groups, and those responsible for order-

ing and carrying out the massacres and sabotage unpunished.  

The political crisis that erupted in 2019 had a series of causes, 

including the inter-imperialist dispute for control of strategic natural 

resources (lithium from Uyuni and iron from Mutún), the demobili-

zation and co-optation of union leaders by the MAS-IPSP govern-

ment and the accumulation of discontent of the popular sectors 

whose legitimate demands were repressed instead of being resolved. 

For months, the main spokespersons of the right-wing opposition 
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were preparing the discourse of fraud, appropriating the slogan of 

respect for the referendum of February 21, 2016 in which more than 

51% of the population rejected the modification of the Constitution 

that would have allowed a new re-election of Evo Morales. They 

worked hard to construct an imaginary fight against corruption, of 

defense of the Republic and of national symbols as an apparent 

opposition to the Plurinational State; they instrumentalized regional-

isms and religious convictions. The approval of the Social Compa-

nies Law was another key element in the accumulation of reaction-

ary forces, despite the fact that it never was applied, the possibility 

of workers forming a social company if the employer declared 

bankruptcy was an unacceptable threat in a pre-crisis context. As in 

1971, the oligarchy raised as a slogan the defense of private proper-

ty, of the company in order to group the small owners around it, 

once again the threat of communism served as a pretext for organi-

zation. 

When the Supreme Electoral Court suddenly decided to cut off 

the transmission of the electoral results, there was already a tinder-

box, a systematic accumulation of forces that made it possible for 

reaction to rise. While the bourgeois parties that had governed 

alongside MAS-IPSP for the last 10 years limited themselves to 

press statements, fascism was already activating its paramilitary 

groups to impose terror. To óregain democracyô it was necessary to 

get rid of all the countryôs democratic institutions; the police mutiny 

and the insubordination of the military high command was the 

product of large payments from a business group to commanders of 

both institutions (this fact was publicly admitted). The appeasement 

by MAS-IPSP in 2009 not only allowed the oligarchy unprecedent-

ed monetary gains but also kept their paramilitary structures intact, 

waiting for the moment to reactivate. 

The hours after the resignation of Evo Morales and Alvaro 

García Linera were key to building a story of legitimization of the 

coup; the combination of paramilitary attacks with house burnings, 

kidnappings and torture, along with a bombardment of the media 

and social networks with fake news full  of racist hatred (óthe Indi-

ans are coming to attack the cityô) led to the militarization of the 

country by an illegal decision of the joint chiefs. Reaction managed 

to mobilize important sectors of the petty-bourgeoisie to demand 

and support militarization. The coup in 2019 was not a palatace 

coup, fascism managed to captivate large sectors of the petty-
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bourgeoisie, they managed to build what Dimitrov describes as the 

image of an ñhonest and incorruptible government.ò 

When the coup took place, the PCR characterized it thus: 

ñThe new ruling regime represents the most reactionary, 

conservative, fascist and religious fundamentalist oligarchy, 

which responds to the interests of US and European imperial-

ism. The illegitimate regime that assumed control of state pow-

er on November 12, 2019, led by right-wing senator Jeanine 

Áñez, is an organic representative of the financial oligarchy 

(agro-industrial, livestock and banking), strongly influenced by 

Christian religious fundamentalism.ò 

The year of government, the measures taken, the public state-

ments, the appointments of ministers confirm the objectivity of the 

Partyôs characterization: the coup dôétat gave way to a government 

of the financial oligarchy at the service of US and European imperi-

alism. The Áñez regime unleashed State terrorism against the mobi-

lized people: the Sacaba and Senkata massacres with more than 35 

deaths and hundreds of wounded, the thousands of political prison-

ers and political persecution by the Ministry of Government. 

After the massacres, once their control of the state power was 

consolidated, the process of ópacification and reconciliationô began, 

which was essentially a negotiation between the MAS-IPSP parlia-

mentary leadership and the regime; they agreed to call new elec-

tions with a new Electoral Court, in which MAS-IPSP could partic-

ipate as a party without Evo Morales as a presidential candidate. 

This negotiation allowed Parliament to reconvene, MAS-IPSP still 

had a majority in both houses, but its benches were in permanent 

internal conflicts. The existence or not of a parliament is not a refer-

ence in itself to determine the constitutionality of a government, nor 

does it define whether a regime is fascist. Dimitrov explains that 

there are countries in which fascism maintains a parliament with a 

certain legality to resolve differences within the bourgeois camp 

itself, while in other countries at certain times it tries to combine the 

terrorist dictatorship with a ñcrude sham of parliamentarismò. 

When Áñez entered the Palacio Quemado (Bolivian presidential 

palace until 2018, symbol of the Republic) with the bible in her 

hands, around her were the main political representatives of the 

different bourgeois and oligarchic factions, almost all of whom 

gradually distanced themselves from the regime. The struggles 

within the ruling classes arise for a number of reasons, for example 
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divergent interests as a result of the origin of capital (the differences 

between the mining, industrial and agro-industrial sectors), particu-

lar interests of each financial group, antagonistic regionalist visions 

with centralism and tactical disagreements between conciliators and 

confrontational ones. These internal struggles have an important 

historical background; in 1981 the Santa Cruz oligarchy and the 

ADN party under the command of Banzer broke with the dictator-

ship of García Meza in opposition to the construction of the Sugar 

Plant in San Buenaventura (La Paz) that was not in their economic 

interests; this break without remedy weakened the Garcia Meza 

regime but ensured a privileged place for private businessmen in the 

negotiations for the transition to representative democracy. 

The pandemic reached Bolivia two months before the agreed 

date for the general elections and was the perfect justification for 

postponing the elections and re-militarizing the country. While the 

oligarchy, by supreme decree, approved modifications to financial 

regulations, the liberation of exports, the expansion of the use of 

GMOs, land titling for landowners and IMF loans, they launched a 

package of anti-popular measures to ñconfront the health crisis.ò 

The lack of state management capacity led to an educational disas-

ter; hundreds of thousands of children did not have access to educa-

tion, discontent turned into national mobilizations in defense of 

education. Throughout the country there were massive layoffs of 

workers, and due to sanitary restrictions thousands of families living 

from informal trade were left without sources of income. By the 

month of August, the government once again suspended the elec-

tions and the mobilizations at the national level intensified under the 

slogan of ñelections now,ò which soon became the demand for the 

resignation of the de facto government of Áñez. The response of 

fascism was to unleash its paramilitary groups in coordination with 

the police to repress, while the de facto government carried out a 

campaign of provocation by taking a militarized caravan of oxygen 

tanks throughout the country in order to unblock the roads. 

Faced with the rise of popular mobilization, once again the par-

liamentary and trade union leadership of MAS-IPSP returned to 

negotiate with the regime to set a date for the elections and demobi-

lize the people. The call for elections for October was only possible 

due to the force and combativeness of the popular movement, once 

again curtailed by MAS-IPSP. In the negotiations, MAS-IPSP not 

only committed to demobilize the popular movement but also nego-
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tiated trials of responsibilities (in Bolivia, the only way to prosecute 

a President or a minister for their acts as a government is the trial of 

responsibilities, to start the trial you must have the support of ӏ of 

Parliament); despite having ӏ of Parliament, instead of approving 

the trials of responsibilities for the massacres and corruption, it 

limited itself to approving a report and a recommendation to the 

new Parliament, facilitating impunity for the coup plotters. 

In the general elections of October 2020, the oligarchy failed to 

present a unitary candidate; at first they had projected Jeanine Áñez 

as the unitary candidate but her fiasco in managing the pandemic 

left her without opportunities, so she withdrew her candidacy. There 

were two strong candidates: Luis Fernando Camacho, civic leader 

of Santa Cruz from an oligarchic family with ultra-reactionary posi-

tions, and Carlos Mesa, former President with a conciliatory ten-

dency linked to the press, mining capital and with strong roots in the 

urban petty-bourgeoisie. The regionalist struggles (Camacho won in 

the department of Santa Cruz, which has the largest population), the 

differences between conciliatory and confrontational positions and 

the interests of economic groups made the unity of the oligarchic 

bloc impossible. Despite having an Electoral Court that was a lack-

ey of the regime and having militarized the electoral process, the 

vote for the Arce-Choquehuanca (MAS-IPSP) ticket as an expres-

sion of popular rejection of the regime was imposed in the first 

round. This electoral victory was not announced by the state but by 

the private media. After hours of delay, the coup bloc entered a 
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crisis without knowing how to react. Once again protests appeared 

throughout the country with the cry of fraud and groups even ap-

peared at the gates of the barracks calling for a ñmilitary interven-

tion to protect democracy.ò 

The weeks that passed between the election and the inaugura-

tion of the new government were full of tension and uncertainty; 

groups of retired soldiers demanded that their comrades assume 

power and the cabinet was left empty. Days before Arce took office, 

the US elections were held; according to public reports if Trump 

had have won the elections, there was a plan to maintain state power 

through another coup; the uncertainty in the heart of imperialism 

prevented the plan for a second coup from being implemented. But 

the electoral defeat of the 2019 coup dôétat does not represent a 

definitive defeat of fascism; its withdrawal from the Palacio 

Quemado has led to an internal reorganization, establishing new 

hegemonies. 

The subnational elections have served to reaffirm the leaders of 

the new hegemonic bloc of the oligarchy and bury the political rep-

resentatives who did not respond to their interests. In the first round 

of the subnationals, Luis Fernando Camacho, one of the main pro-

moters and funders of the coup, was elected governor of the de-

partment of Santa Cruz; Manfred Reyes Villa was elected mayor of 

Cochabamba, he was an aide in the military dictatorship of García 

Meza, a water privatizer and responsible for the massacre of Janu-

ary 11, 2007 in Cochabamba; and in La Paz, Ivan Arias, minister of 

the Áñez regime, was elected mayor. The arrests of Áñez and some 

of her ministers were ordered days after the first round, all were 

accused of crimes committed before and during the coup dôétat, 

none were accused of crimes committed during the de facto gov-

ernment because the Parliament has not approved any trials of re-

sponsibility. The elected authorities were not arrested; moreover, 

elected officials of the MAS-IPSP and elected authorities of the 

coup bloc have met to coordinate the forthcoming administration. 

Only two leaders of the paramilitary groups have been arrested, one 

for drug trafficking and the other for graffiti. 

The experience of 2009 is clear: there must be no negotiation 

with fascism, there is only one way out - the mobilized people must 

crush it. Concessions from the leading cliques may temporarily 

postpone the attacks of the fascist oligarchy, but they will not stop 

it. Today from the governorships and mayoralties, fascism is 
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rearticulating itself, keeping its sources of economic income intact; 

it still controls the mass media, its paramilitary groups remain un-

punished and organized. 

The ICMLPO, in the document A revolutionary order is possi-

ble and necessary, states that capitalism, on the one hand, resorts to 

the neoliberal model and fascist forms of political domination to 

ensure its control, and on the other hand, it resorts to neo-Keynesian 

policies to grant crumbs to the people. Faced with this false dilem-

ma, there is a third possibility, which is the revolutionary way out. 

While revisionism in its different variants once again lends itself to 

being the tail of the populist government of MAS-IPSP under the 

false pretext of unity against imperialism and fascism, we com-

munists clearly say that an anti-fascist or anti-imperialist does not 

concede over and over again to the class enemy. We are aware that 

the popular bloc has a main enemy that is the fascist and pro-

imperialist oligarchy, but we consider that the only effective way to 

combat the enemy is with class independence. The unity of the peo-

ple does not pass through pacts between cliques, but by building 

from below the National Liberation Front that fights fascism, impe-

rialism and capitalism, with the clarity that only the mobilized peo-

ple will crush the latent fascist threat. 

April 2021 
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Brazil  
Luiz Falcão  

Revolutionary Communist Party 
(PCR) 

Covid-19, the Vaccine and Capitalist Greed  

Since the SARS-CoV-2 virus was detected in late 2019 in Chi-

naôs Wuhan province, it has killed more than three million people 

worldwide. In the United States of America (USA) alone, the main 

and richest capitalist country on the planet, 568 thousand people 

have lost their lives due to Covid-19. Brazil comes second in the 

number of deaths, with a toll of 382,000. 

In the midst of the 21
th 

century, which is celebrated by the 

bourgeoisie as the era of the greatest technological developments, of 

the Fourth Industrial Revolution, of the Internet and of 5G, we are 

seeing a virus forcing governments to close borders, industries, 

trade, schools, prohibiting travel within the country and decreeing 

lockdowns and various curfews. 

To justify their inability, the bourgeois governments argue that 

Covid-19 was unexpected for everyone. But this fallacy was un-

masked when the second wave came, causing more deaths through-

out the world, and a third wave and several mutations of the virus, 

which spread through dozens of countries. 

In fact the Covid-19 virus is far from being inexplicable. For 

years, international scientists and organizations have been warning 

that the conditions imposed by capitalism on nature and on human 

beings, such as the global warming and the worsening of living 

conditions, cause the emergence of viruses that threaten human life 

itself. However, the ruling class, concerned with increasing its 

wealth, pretended to know nothing. 

It should be noted that on October 30, 2020, the Intergovern-

mental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services (IPBES), an organization linked to the United Nations 

(UN), published a report entitled Era of Pandemics, in which it is 

stated that:  

ñThere is no great mystery about the cause of the Covid-19 

pandemic ï or of any modern pandemic. The same human activities 

that cause the climate change and biodiversity loss also drive pan-

demic risk through their impacts on our environment. Changes in 

the way we use land; the expansion and intensification of agricul-
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ture; and unsustainable trade, production and consumption disturb 

nature and increase contact between wildlife, livestock, pathogens 

and people. This is the path to pandemicsò. 

The report also highlights that 70% of emerging diseases in the 

world, such as Ebola and Zika, and almost all of the pandemics 

(influenza, HIV/AIDS, Covid-19) are zoonoses, that is, diseases 

caused by microbes, originally infected animals. And their outbreak 

among the people is accelerating: it is calculated that there are five 

new ones every year. The researchers estimate that there could be 

about 1.7 million viruses that are currently unknown and have as 

hosts mammals, in particular bats ï as in the case of Covid-19 ï or 

birds: ñOf these, between 540,000 and 850,000 could make a leap 

of species and contaminate humansò (O Estado de São Paulo news-

paper, October 30, 2020).  

The authors of the report point out that we should not blame na-

ture but should instead ñunderstand that the upsurges of these dis-

eases occurs because of the impacts we cause to the environment, 

where microbes are not disturbed. Deforestation, agricultural expan-

sion, trafficking of animal bring us closer to them.ò.  

The report concludes that the response to diseases only after 

they emerge, in particular the rapid development and distribution of 

new vaccines and of therapeutic approaches, ñis a slow and uncer-

tain process that, in addition, does not avoid the widespread suffer-

ing of human beingsò.  

In turn, the director of the World Health Organization (WHO), 

Dr. Maria Neira, explained in an interview to the newspaper El 

País, that ñThe cutting down of the forest to replace it with inten-

sive and polluting agriculture cause profound transformations to the 

animals living in these places where humans had never entered 

before. Species with which we have had no contact and can transmit 

diseases begin to appear. Agriculture using fertilizers and pesticides 

that had never been used in this ecosystem changes the type of vec-

tors capable of transmitting viruses. Deforestation is one form of 

eliminating an environmental barrier between species that protects 

us in a natural way. A clear example of this phenomenon is that of 

the Ebola virus in the West African forests, which leapt from fruit 

bats to humans and unleashed the contagion. All the more serious is 

the fact that the same thing happened with AIDS and SARS (Severe 

Acute Respiratory Syndrome). About 70% of the last epidemic 

outbreaks that affect us have their origin in deforestation and in this 
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violent break with ecosystems and their species.ò (El País, February 

6, 2021). 

In fact there are between 540,000 and 850,000 yet unknown vi-

ruses potentially able to infect humans and cause new pandemics. 

This is not a distant possibility: on February 20, Russia reported to 

the World Health Organization (WHO) the first cases of contamina-

tion in humans of a new strain of the avian influenza virus, called 

H5N8, after an outbreak of influenza struck the workplaces in De-

cember of last year. (G1, February 20, 2021)  

Is the vaccine a public or private product? 

When this tragedy that is causing deaths on all continents was 

announced, the ruling class first promised that ñsalvationò would 

come through the vaccine, the immunization of people and the de-

struction of the virus. He said that we would thus return to the ñold 

peaceò and the ñold normalò.  

In support of the chorus of governments, a host of experts de-

clared that never before had a vaccine been developed so quickly. 

They tried to hide the obsolete and outdated character of the capital-

ist regime, which is always presented as a perfect and efficient sys-

tem. 

Seeing the first people being vaccinated, the world population 

was filled with hope and joy, believing that the Covid-19 pandemic 

was really near the end.  

The truth, unfortunately, is different. The pharmaceutical labor-

atories are, in their immense majority, private companies that be-

long to small groups of capitalists and aim to provide profits to their 

owners (shareholders). The consequence of this model is an unfair 

and unequal distribution of the vaccine in the world.  

The fact is that the richest countries, although they constitute 

only 16% of the world population, bought more than 70% of the 

doses that will be produced this year. The United States bought 

vaccines for 230% of its population, and will receive, in the coming 

months, a total of 1.8 billion doses. Let us remember that the popu-

lation of the United States is 330 million. Canada has bought six 

times more vaccines than the countryôs population, and the United 

Kingdom has announced that it will vaccinate the entire adult popu-

lation by July.  

Meanwhile, on February 18, the United Nations (UN) warned 

that only 10 countries (the richest) administered 75% of all doses of 
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the vaccine and that 130 countries have not yet received any vac-

cines. According to the WHO, this reality will continue: 90% of the 

population in 70 countries have virtually no chance of being vac-

cinated in 2021.  

Not even the words of the general director of the World Health 

Organization (WHO), Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, that ñthe 

world is experiencing a catastrophic moral failure, and that the price 

of this failure will be paid for with the lives of the poorest coun-

tries,ò were sufficient to sensitize the world bourgeoisie and their 

governments to cause them to change this situation. Nothing is 

above sacrosanct private property and the relentless pursuit to en-

rich a wealthy minority. In short, selfish bourgeois ideology reveals 

all its wickedness in preventing billions of human beings from be-

ing vaccinated because they have no money to buy it.  

Profit at any cost 

Thus, shortly after the Covid-19 pandemic was declared in early 

2020, a dozen powerful pharmaceutical companies began a giant 

commercial operation of selling shares to make billions. At the 

same time, separately, each laboratory carried out research and kept 

its discoveries about the virus under lock and key. Humanity has 

been deprived of important information, and the scientists involved 

in research have been prohibited from giving interviews under the 

so-called confidentiality clauses in the contracts they have signed. 

After eleven months, the vaccine was announced, a period in which 
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more than two million people died.  

Nevertheless, some questions must be asked: 

If all scientists had worked collectively, as a team, sharing their 

studies and discoveries, how long would it have taken to produce 

the vaccine? 

If the laboratories, two in China, one in the United Kingdom, 

three in the United States, two in Russia, etc., instead of hiding their 

experiences and research from their competitors, shared them in 

favor of humanity, wouldnôt the vaccine be more effective? 

If the scientists worked together, sharing knowledge and form-

ing a large world center with the goal of saving lives, what would 

have happened?  

Isnôt it clear that, in this way, we would have had the vaccine 

more quickly and with greater effectiveness, and that this would 

have saved thousands of lives?  

It is clear that a vaccine resulting from this collective work 

could not be private property, that it would be a common good 

made available to all peoples, to the entire world population, wheth-

er they lived in Africa, Europe, the Americas or Asia.  

Furthermore, none of the 13 vaccines produced give protection 

from all the strains of SARS-Cov-2, and the Covid-19 virus has 

undergone several mutations.
1
 

Let us look at two examples:  

On February 7, the South African Ministry of Health, after tak-

ing note that the AstraZeneca vaccine does not protect against the 

coronavirus variant existing in that country, decided to suspend 

vaccination. 

In the city of Osnabrück, Germany, 14 elderly people who re-

ceived two doses of the vaccine produced by Pfizer-BioNTech, 

tested positive for the coronavirus variant B117, first discovered in 

the United Kingdom. 

Based on these and other cases, the scientists concluded that 

most vaccines could prevent the virus from causing serious illness, 

but it does not prevent the person from being infected or even 

transmitting the virus. It is also worth remembering that no vaccine 

in the world guarantees total protection; while the virus is circulat-

                                                 
1
 The coronavirus variants considered most transmissible are: the 

United Kingdom variant (B.11.7), the Brazilian variant, originated in 

the Amazon, (P1), and the South African variant (501y.V2) 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

22 | UNITY &  STRUGGLE 

ing and undergoing mutations, there is the possibility of people who 

have been vaccinated becoming infected. In fact, many believe that 

due to the insufficient vaccination and the emergence of new more 

transmissible and aggressive variants of the coronavirus, the so-

called herd immunity will not be achieved before 2022. 

Despite all this, the capitalist pharmaceutical industry, counting 

on the complicity of the governments, refuses to share its studies on 

the vaccine, preventing society from having a better and more effi-

cient immunization. In fact, they present this anarchy stemming 

from capitalist competition as a lever for progress when, in fact, it is 

an obstacle to development and causes entirely preventable deaths.  

Private laboratories and the profits from diseases 

The orgy at the stock exchanges since the pandemic began 

proves that the owners of the world pharmaceutical industry have 

been moved by no humanist sentiment and no advancement in sci-

ence. In fact, with each increase in the number of deaths, the share-

holders of the laboratories celebrated the rise in the value of their 

shares. Stephane Bancel, one of the owners of the Moderna labora-

tory in the USA, explained this idolized ñanimal spiritò: ñWhen I 

prepared my plan of stock sales, we had not yet injected anyone 

with the vaccine. I didnôt know anythingò (Neofeed, May 25, 2020) 

On November 20, 2020, after the death toll exceeded 

1,300,000, and before the production of any vaccine, the Investnews 

website printed a euphoric headline: ñVaccine pharmacists have 

already gained 97 billion in the stock marketò. 

In February, after more than two million people in the world 

had died, the excitement continued: 

ñBillions in profits: pharmaceutical companiesô shares in-

creased in value by more than 1,000% in the stock marketò. ñThe 

pharmaceutical companies that have devoted themselves to Covid-

19 vaccine research have made billions in profits in the stock mar-

ketò (JB, February 15, 2021)  

The Chinese company Sinovac, based in Beijing but is regis-

tered in the tax haven of Antigua and Barbados, sold 15% of its 

shares to Sino Biopharmaceutical Limited for 2.6 billion reales (1 

real = $0.18 ï translatorôs note). 
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Public money finances private laboratories  

It is worth mentioning that in addition to making high profits 

from the billions in the increase in value of their shares in the stock 

exchanges, the powerful laboratories of the pharmaceutical industry 

received billions in public money for research on Covid-19.  

A report published by the KENUP Foundation, a European or-

ganization that monitors health research, revealed that in 11 months 

of research on SARS-Cov-2, the governments have invested $93 

billion dollars in private laboratories. 32% of that money was from 

the US government, 24% from the governments of France, the 

United Kingdom and Germany, and 13% from Japan and South 

Korea.
2
 (BBC, December 16, 2020)  

Therefore, the ñbiggest stimulationò to accelerate the invest-

ments of the laboratories was the public financing, which destroys 

the legend that without private initiative the vaccine would not have 

been discovered.  

There is more: although they have funded private laboratories, 

the governments of the imperialist countries, proving their immense 

subordination to the capitalist class, have signed contracts with 

secret clauses that prevent them from having knowledge of the stud-

ies, from disclosing the price paid for each dose of vaccine or from 

demanding delivery on the established dates, in addition to exempt-

ing laboratories from any adverse effect of vaccines. It is worth 

noting that the proposal defended by India in the World Trade Or-

ganization (WTO) to, in the face of the global calamity, revoke the 

patent for the Covid-19 vaccine, was immediately rejected and re-

pudiated by the imperialist governments. This is further proof that 

the current governments are acting as true servants of capital; in 

return they receive good salaries and bribes for their parties in elec-

tion campaigns. 

                                                 
2
 Johnson & Johnson, the world market leader in hygiene and 

cleaning products, and one of the largest companies in the world, 

received 100% public funding to produce its vaccine. The Anglo-

Swedish Laboratory Astra-Zeneca, a leader in the sale of cancer drugs, 

for oncology, received 80%, in addition to the collaboration of Oxford 

University. Pfizer, one of the 500 largest global companies, joined the 

German laboratory BionTech, and still received 65% of public money. 

(BBC, December 16, 2020) 
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The price of human life under capitalism  

In reality, the vaccines, as well as the rest of the medicines pro-

duced by laboratories for diseases caused by capitalist society itself, 

have made the pharmaceutical industry a highly profitable enter-

prise.  

In fact, the growth of unemployment, the increase in the exploi-

tation of the workers, the increase in the working day, the lack of 

leisure, the suffering imposed on those who do not get a job and 

who do not see any prospect of improving the lives of their families, 

are increasing the number of diseases in the world. Covid-19 is, 

thus, another one in this long list of diseases that affect human be-

ings in the modern capitalist society. The so-called flu market, for 

example, although the vaccine has been in existence for decades, 

produces several billion dollars a year. In other words, medicines, as 

well as vaccines, produce immense profits for the pharmaceutical 

industry and the billionaires who own shares in these companies. In 

other words, while for 99% of the world population, diseases and 

viruses are a torment and mean the destruction of entire families and 

immense suffering, for the capitalist class all this pain is just an 

excellent opportunity to make money and enrich themselves.  

Such is the law of capitalism: whoever has money is entitled to 

a vaccine, and whoever doesnôt has to wait for death to come from 

hunger, from the Covid-19 virus or any other disease. After all, how 

many have already died because they have not been vaccinated? 

What matters to the lords of the world, to the powerful, to the 

class of exploiters, is to increase their wealth even more, to plunder 

nations and to exploit the workers.  

Stop capitalist carnage  

Such a reality imposes on anyone concerned with the survival 

of humanity, to ask themselves what can be done in order to, instead 

of burying human beings, destroy this archaic and rotten capitalist 

system. After all, it is not just viruses, bacteria and diseases that 

capitalist imperialism imposes on the peoples of the world. 

In effect, capitalist globalization, instead of improving the lives 

of the workers, has increased unemployment, misery, and spread 

hundreds of viruses on a planetary scale. According to the ILO (In-

ternational Labor Organization), 255 million jobs were terminated 

during the pandemic and 436 million companies were affected. 
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Worldwide, 75% of the workers do not have access to protections 

such as health insurance or unemployment insurance. A total of two 

billion workers are employed in the so-called informal economy 

with no fixed salary, social protection or any rights. Of this total, 

740 million are women who, during the first month of the pandem-

ic, saw their income plummet by 60%.  

Among the millions of unemployed workers, there are refugees 

from imperialist wars and hunger, who live in miserable conditions 

in the concentration camps of Europe and the United States, sepa-

rated from their families and under strict rationing of food, water, 

and deprived of visits and the use of telephones.  

However, in addition to unemployment, there is also the epi-

demic of hunger.  

According to Feeding America, the largest organization that 

fights hunger in the United States with 200 food banks across the 

country, 54 million people, both adults and children, one in six in-

habitants do not have enough to eat. In the richest city in the world 

and economic capital of the USA, New York, one and a half million 

inhabitants form huge lines every day in search of food to survive. 

In the world, according to the Global Humanitarian Vision, at 

least 736 million people are in extreme poverty, and between 6 and 

12 thousand people die of hunger each day, while trillions of dollars 

are invested in stocks, derivatives, public bonds or crypto-

currencies. Here is the reality: hundreds of millions of human be-

ings do not have the money to buy food, let alone spend it on masks 

or hand sanitizer.  

However, in the same year that millions of people died with 

Covid, the 100 companies considered at the top of the stock market 

increased their market value by $3 trillion. Still, in the midst of the 

gigantic growth of deaths, hunger, misery and unemployment and 

confronting one of the greatest pandemics and crises faced by hu-

manity, the top ten billionaires increased their wealth by US $540 

billion from March 18 to December 31, 2020. (Oxfam, report The 

Inequality Virus. 2021).  

In China it was no different: the joint fortune of Chinese bil-

lionaires increased by more than 40% from April 2019 to July 2020. 

In total, the richest citizens of this country attained a wealth of US 

$1.7 trillion.  

This is the picture of the capitalist system: on the one hand, 

overproduction of cars and smartphones; on the other, billions of 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

26 | UNITY &  STRUGGLE 

people without housing, water, sewage, food, and now also without 

a vaccine. Furthermore, as shown by the constant displays of mili-

tary might and investments in the war industry, the growing rivalry 

between imperialist countries, particularly between the USA and 

China, makes the possibility of a new world war real. 

The facts clearly demonstrate: the existence of human beings, 

the survival of humanity, depends on the change of the current capi-

talist system, the end of bourgeois rule and the shameful exploita-

tion of man by man. Under capitalism, even when there is some 

progress, such as the vaccine, it takes place at the cost of millions of 

deaths and benefits only the wealthy class. This is the dilemma in 

which humanity finds itself: it either lives to feed a minority of 

capitalist vampires, assassins of life and of the planet, or it revolts 

and organizes itself to build a new, truly just society.  

All workers in the world are suffering this capitalist oppression 

and exploitation. They do not know, however, what is the origin of 

these evils and whether it is possible to end this grief and misery. 

That is why, to achieve their freedom, the new and old generations 

around the world need to undertake revolutionary agitation with 

more energy in order to rapidly develop in the masses, the con-

sciousness of the need for the socialist revolution. As Lenin said, it 

is a task that has enormous difficulties, but every minute dedicated 

to this work will be rewarded ñby driving the last nail into the coffin 

of capitalist societyò.  

April 2021 
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Burkina Faso  
Revolutionary Communist 

Party of Volta (PCRV) 

The Struggles of the Peopleôs Youth in the 

Sahara Sahel Sub-Region of West Africa 

against the Military Interventions and 

Occupations of the Imperialist Powers: 

Rejection of Neocolonial Imperialist Rule  

In recent times, the movements of struggle have experienced 

significant growth despite the Covid-19 health crisis that has been 

used by the neocolonial powers to quell the peopleôs struggles. In 

the different countries street we have been taking part in street 

demonstrations denouncing the military interventions of the imperi-

alist powers that are developing under the pretext of fighting against 

the terrorist attacks of the jihadist groups. The peoples of Mali, 

Niger, Burkina Faso, etc., based on their experiences, are bitterly 

aware of the resurgence of these attacks and their dramatic conse-

quences for the populations, who are forced to leave their villages 

and go to refugee camps, where they face hunger, health problems 

and insecurity. 

The peoples know very well the situation: these foreign troops 

are estimated today at 5,100 soldiers and equipped with a military 

arsenal since the Serval-Barkhane operation and the establishment 

of the G5 under the rule of French imperialism. The terrorist attacks 

are continuing with their series of brutal massacres against the civil-

ian populations. The troops are sent as cannon fodder while the high 

command of the Defense and Security Forces hide in their capitals, 

where they do business through all kinds of trafficking and econom-

ic crimes.  

In these demonstrations to demand the departure of foreign mil-

itary troops from the Sahel and Africa, the young people are par-

ticularly active and are facing the forces of repression of neocoloni-

al states. 

Here are a few examples: In Mali, various demonstrations were 

organized to demand the departure of French military troops, such 

as the one on September 23, 2020, in the streets of the capital Bam-

ako. The youths brandished banners with slogans against French 

imperialism. In the northern and central regions, faced with terrorist 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

28 | UNITY &  STRUGGLE 

attacks, the populations, especially women and young people, orga-

nized a demonstration in front of the MINUSMA (United Nations 

Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali) facilities 

in Sévaré, near Mopti. They attacked the warehouses of the camp 

and took food and equipment. 

In Niger, despite government bans, several democratic organi-

zations organized marches and meetings: the Citizenôs Alternative 

Space, Turn the Page in Niger and Pan-Africanist Urgency. These 

demonstrations took place in the capital, Niamey, and in other cities 

of the country. Young people, particularly pupils and students, ac-

tively participated and denounced the situation by brandishing ban-

ners with slogans against the military presence of the imperialist 

powers on the national territory: ñNo to the presence of foreign 

military bases on our territory,ò among others. 

In Burkina Faso, over the years, the anti-imperialist days of 

protest have become the occasion for an internationalist meeting of 

young people from different African countries and other European 

countries, especially France, against imperialist domination. The 

revolutionary democratic movement and the Revolutionary Demo-

cratic Youth Organization have put on the agenda of recent meet-

ings the struggles against the military interventions carried out un-

der the pretext of the fight against terrorism. They have clearly and 

forcefully expressed the need to link the struggle against terrorism 

to the struggle against imperialism. 

The slogan ñForeign armed troops, out of Burkina, out of the 

Sahel and out of Africa!ò is being chanted more and more publicly 

at the demonstrations. The presence of jihadist armed groups is 

intrinsically linked to the maneuvers and actions of the imperialist 

powers, which use them in their strategy of occupation of the terri-

tories. Their complicity due to their concrete actions in this area is 

increasingly perceived by the peoples of the Sahel Sahara sub-

region in West Africa. 

As the Revolutionary Communist Party of Volta (PCRV) clear-

ly put it: ñThe jihadist terrorist movements are the product of the 

international and sub-regional policy of international imperialism, 

especially French imperialism. The first groups, in Egypt with the 

Muslim Brotherhood, and the Bin Laden group in Afghanistan, 

were formed, trained and financed by the CIA and the French 

DGSE to fight against Soviet social-imperialism in Afghanistan, 

and the nationalist power of Nasser in Egypt. The current jihadism 
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in the Sahel-Saharan strip has regained strength thanks to the 

French, U.S. and British intervention to destroy the Libyan state that 

was an obstacle to their plans.ò 

The context and challenges of the mobilizations and struggles  

of the peopleôs youth in the Sahel Sahara sub region  

of West Africa 

These mobilizations and struggles of the peopleôs youth are tak-

ing place in a context of the deepening of the crisis of the system of 

world imperialism and their serious repercussions in the 

neocolonies. The young people in the cities and in rural areas face 

misery, neglect, illiteracy, hunger, thirst, precariousness and the 

agony of mass unemployment without any perspective within the 

failed neocolonial system. . They experience, in their own flesh the 

violence of this system, which has further demonstrated its notori-

ous inability to ensure a dignified life for the peoples and the youth 

in the increasingly grave situation of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The youth from different African countries are at the forefront 

of the mobilizations and street demonstrations, to demand better 

living and study conditions, the right to work, democratic freedoms, 

the freedom to come and go, the right to health. They denounce the 

crimes of blood and economic crimes of the bourgeois factions, 

those who are in power and those who are not, , for plunging coun-

tries into reactionary civil wars and generalized chaos, in their rival-

ries to extend or to maintain the power of their neocolonial state. 

Some young people chose the path of emigration to Europe and 

risk their lives by crossing the Mediterranean or the desert, putting 

themselves in the claws of the mafia-controlled networks. They are 

also the target of repressive and police measures implemented by 

the member countries of the European Union, which criminalize the 

migrants through massive human rights violations. 

Faced with these multiple economic and social problems, the 

young people in the West African countries, as well as the peopleôs 

youth throughout the world, are developing multilateral struggles to 

demand democratic and social rights. These struggles are increas-

ingly taking on an insurrectionary character with violent clashes 

against the Defense and Security Forces, which has caused many 

killings and injuries, as the repressive forces fired live ammunition 

at the protesters, among whom were adolescent youth from 12 to 14 

years. There are many examples of criminal violence, such as the 
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powerful demonstrations in Senegal in March 2021 against the arbi-

trary detention of an opponent of the reactionary Macky Sall re-

gime, for democratic freedoms and better living conditions. In Mali, 

the youth have been at the forefront of insurrectionary movements 

against the corrupt Ibrahim Boubacar Kéita puppet regime, and the 

imperialist domination, particularly French domination. These 

struggles saw their momentum shattered by a military coup. 

In Burkina Faso, the MPP (Peopleôs Movement for Progress) 

regime of Roch Kaboré, has death squads that sent death threats and 

carried out targeted assassinations of activists, democrats and revo-

lutionaries. This is how two activists from the Democratic Youth 

Organization (ODJ), Fahadou Cissé and Hama Balima, were coldly 

murdered in the province of Yagha after receiving death threats 

from local authorities and certain elements of the Defense and Secu-

rity Forces. 

These struggles of the peopleôs youth are basically struggles 

against the failed neocolonial system. Although they are often spon-

taneous, they have an anti-imperialist dimension. They need the far-

sighted leadership of the party of the working class to prevent them 

from being diverted by reformist and opportunist organizations of 

all kinds or manipulated by factions of the reactionary bourgeoisie. 

The youth movement needs the correct democratic anti-

imperialist and revolutionary guidance of the leadership of the 
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Marxist-Leninist party of the working class. 

Since its foundation on October 1, 1978, the Revolutionary 

Communist Party of Volta (PCRV) has worked tirelessly in the 

foundation of the Communist Youth Union of Upper Volta 

(UJCHV), which took place on October 1, 1980. As the Party clear-

ly said in its program: ñThe Revolutionary Communist Party of 

Volta fights and will fight with all its might to associate the energy 

and revolutionary aspirations of the youth with the energy and aspi-

rations of the working class to educate and lead it, through the class 

struggle, the struggle against reformism, revisionism in all its forms, 

opportunism and careerism, on the correct path that leads to national 

and social liberation.ò The UJCHV is the right arm of the Party. It 

brings the alternative of the Party to the heart of the different layers 

of the youth of our country (working youth, peasantry, pupils, stu-

dents, young workers from various sectors and young people from 

the informal sector). The Communist Youth Union urges the peo-

pleôs youth to join their struggle with the perspective of the Nation-

al, Democratic and Popular Revolution (RNDP). The UJCHV 

works to help the youth grasp and apply the political platform of 

action for a revolutionary change proposed by the PCRV in its call 

to the people and to the peopleôs youth to organize ñto expel impe-

rialism, particularly French imperialism, to overthrow the classes 

and social layers that serve it as a base of support in our country, to 

destroy the neocolonial state apparatus, to dismantle the foreign 

military bases and to expel the forces of imperialist occupation from 

our countryò. 

This alternative is also viable for the peoples of the Sahel Saha-

ra sub-region of West Africa who are facing the attacks by jihadist 

terrorist groups, the military interventions and the occupation of 

their territories by the military troops of the imperialist powers. It is 

imperative to develop the solidarity of struggle among the peoples 

and peopleôs youth of West Africa through initiatives such as the 

anti-imperialist days of protest of West Africa. 

The platform of anti-imperialist and patriotic struggle of the 

peopleôs youth of West Africa proposed by the Communist Youth 

Union of Upper Volta constitutes a pertinent and healthy step today. 
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For a Platform of Anti -Imperialist and Patriotic Struggle of the 

Peopleôs Youth of West Africa 

Å Considering that the domination by the international imperial-

ist powers, France, Great-Britain and the United States in 

particular, constitutes the key factor that keeps our countries 

in the appalling state of poverty, of economic, military, sci-

entific and cultural dependency; 

Å Considering that this domination is possible thanks to the re-

actionary and sold out social layers and classes that consti-

tute a base of support to the imperialist powers, with whom 

they organize the blatant looting and exploitation of the Af-

rican working masses;  

Å Considering that the mechanisms of imperialist domination 

(economic, military, cultural, etc.) are established sometimes 

through secret and leonine agreements in consonance with 

the spirit of the colonial pact; 

Å Considering that the peopleôs youth have no future or prospect 

under the current conditions (political, economic, etc.) other 

than to struggle in order to break with the neocolonial sys-

tem, the only road is the change that leads to genuine social 

progress; 

Å Considering that the African peoples aspire for this real 

change to bring a better tomorrow, they commit themselves 

to participating daily in the multifaceted struggles for it;  

Å Considering that the African peopleôs youth have enormous 

revolutionary potentialities and struggle with determination 

alongside the peoples who are fighting for their national and 

social emancipation;  

Å Aware that African peopleôs youth should participate in this 

process of peopleôs struggles for genuine change without 

vanguard pretensions;  

Å Aware that the peopleôs youth of West Africa, despite their 

diversity (workers, unemployed, students and pupils, young 

enlisted people, girls and boys, etc.) face the same problems 

(miserable living conditions, underemployment, unemploy-

ment, absence of freedom, criminalization of struggles, dif-

ficulties of access to science and technology, difficulties of 

access to land, to credits, to real leisure activities, etc.) and 

should imperatively unite to form a bloc with the people; 
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We, girls and boys, democratic, patriotic and revolutionary 

youth, convinced that the only solution is the struggle on a just and 

organized basis, commit ourselves to carry out the following Anti-

Imperialist Struggle Platform: 

On the Political and Military Level  

1. To fight against imperialist domination, in particular French, 

English and U.S. domination, and their local allies, that is, 

the reactionary and sold out social classes and layers that 

serve as a base of support in our region and our respective 

countries;  

2. To fight against neocolonialism that plunges the youth and 

people into misery and the absence of prospects; 

3. To denounce all the agreements and compromises, including 

secret leonine agreements established among the different 

reactionary powers and the imperialist powers;  

4. To denounce the military bases of the imperialist powers 

(France, the United Kingdom, the U.S. in particular) and 

demand their dismantling, because that have, as their real 

function, to attack the peoples in struggle; they increase the 

insecurity and the risks of jihadist terrorism (for instance the 

attacks in Bamako, Ouagadougou, Grand-Bassam, etc.); 

5. To support the peopleôs struggles against oppression and ex-

ploitation and help establish good neighborly relations on 

the basis of equality and genuine regional integration. 

On the Economic and Social Level 

1. To fight for monetary sovereignty and break the dependence 

on French imperialism that has taken as hostage the CFA 

franc (more than 14,000 million francs from the BECEAO 

zone (Central Bank of the States of West Africa) and BEAC 

(Bank of Central Africa States), blocked in the operation ac-

count at the level of the French treasury in 2011);  

2. To denounce the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) 

as a strategy to keep the African countries underdeveloped 

and dependent;  

3. To fight to ensure the control and exploitation of the natural 

resources, particularly in the mining sector, for the benefit of 

the peoples of Africa;  
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4. To fight against the seizure of agricultural lands, ensuring 

that the land belongs to those who work it, that is, to small 

tillers;  

5. To denounce the Structural Adjustment Plan (SAP) and its 

weak copies, whatever they are called (CSLP, Strategy for 

Accelerated Growth and Sustainable Development, National 

Plan of Economic and Social Development, etc.) under 

which they are presented. 

On the Cultural, Scientific and Technical Level 

1. To fight for democratic access to science and technology for 

the children of the people;  

2. To fight against the sabotage of the training of the peopleôs 

youth with inadequate and liberal educational reforms (PAS, 

LMD) that do not take into account the concrete reality;  

3. To denounce the institutions such as CAMES (African and 

Malagasy Council for Higher Education), a club of rascals 

and their friends, which suffocates young talents through a 

medieval education system to form a group of mandarins. 

Brave peopleôs youth of West Africa, girls and boys of all cate-

gories,  

You who are fighting bravely for justice and freedom but who 

are without perspective under the current political system; 

You who are hit by unemployment and the lack of prospects to 

fulfill yourself as young people. 

Let us mobilize around this platform of anti-imperialist and pat-

riotic struggle so that together with the peoples of the sub-region, 

we shall expel all the imperialist powers (U.S., French, British, 

Chinese, etc.) from our entire region, in order to let the peoples of 

West Africa take their destiny into their own hands. 

Long live the anti-imperialist days of struggle of West Afri-

ca! 

Solidarity in the struggle for change, because another world 

is possible! 

Youth is life and ñthose who live are those who fightò! 

The future is ours! 

Central Committee of the Revolutionary Communist Party of Volta 

March 2021 
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Chile  
Revolutionary Communist 

Party of Chile 

Constitutional Convention: ñLetôs Change 

Everything so that Nothing Changesò 

The Social Outbreak of October 2019 shook the foundations of 

bourgeois democracy and the economic system controlled by the 

big monopolies, and endangered the whole stability of the capitalist 

system. It was not a revolution, given its spontaneous nature, the 

lack of direction and its eminently petty-bourgeois class composi-

tion. It was rather an anarchic protest, without valid spokespersons 

with whom to negotiate, which paralyzed the large cities and the 

industrial centers: Santiago, Valparaíso and Concepción. 

This mass movement began to take shape long before its spon-

taneous and surprising emergence. It originated at the beginning of 

the year 2000 with the definitive turn towards the neoliberal model 

implemented by the government of Ricardo Lagos and Michelle 

Bachelet (Socialist Party). In 2001, there was a radical change in the 

economic policies. The Central Bank declared the free flow of capi-

tal and freed the exchange rate, leaving the economy at the mercy of 

the ups and downs of the international market and its crises (1999-

2002, 2008-2009 and 2013 -2017). The GDP fell from 7% to 4%, 

which brought about a weakening in the distribution of income from 

5.5 to 3.5. 

These neoliberal policies had a direct impact on the quality of 

life of the workers and especially on their access to education, 

health care and the pension system, which up to 2020 had fallen by 

16.49%. As a result, a series of mass citizensô mobilizations began: 

in 2006, the ñRevolution of the Penguinsò, a protest by high school 

students for free and quality education, in 2009; the ñPatagonia 

without Damsò citizensô movement against the hydroelectric pro-

jects; in 2011, the ñMarch of the Umbrellasò, a student protest that 

continued with the demands to improve education; in 2016, the NO 

+ AFP (Administrators of Pension Funds) citizensô movement that 

calls for the end of the individually funded pension system and for a 

shared solidarity system; and in 2018, the womenôs student mobili-

zation. The call to action was massive, and the movement at its peak 

brought together 400,000 people in the capital, all led by social 

organizations without a major presence of the political parties. 
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The parliament received these demands with the promise to leg-

islate accordingly, but all the bills aimed at satisfying the demands 

were blocked by the parliament with never-ending discussions and 

modifications, and in the end the bills were frozen. The conjunction 

of all these factors led to a quantitative succession of mobilizations 

and protests, of apathy towards the political parties and a growing 

electoral abstention, which gave way to the qualitative leap of the 

Social Outbreak. 

A Consensual Way Out 

Faced with the possibility of an economic disaster, the pro-

business government of Sebastián Piñera called on the opposition to 

save bourgeois democracy. All the opposition parties, Social De-

mocracy, Christian Democracy and the Broad Front accepted the 

invitation to the dialogue, with the exception of the revisionist 

Communist Party. On December 6, the government and the opposi-

tion developed a formula to save the bourgeois state and its gov-

ernment: a constitutional reform, the ñAgreement for Peace and for 

the New Constitutionò, which planned a plebiscite to elect a Consti-

tutional Convention to draft the new constitution, to replace the 

1980 Constitution adopted at the height of the Pinochet dictatorship. 

The announcement of the holding of this plebiscite led to a way 

out of the crisis. It damped down the protest, since the erosion of the 

movement, together with the increasingly violent confrontations of 

anarchist and lumpen sectors, led to the alienation of the petty bour-

geoisie. They found an answer to their multiple demands, reinforced 

by the promises made by Social Democracy that a new constitution 

would resolve all the problems that had dragged on for decades. 

For this purpose, a technical commission was chosen, among 

the parties that signed the agreement, to define the shape that the 

convention would have and the type of electoral system to be adopt-

ed. This commission is made up of 14 lawyers, constitutional ex-

perts and / or political scientists, seven from the government and 

seven from the opposition. Many of them are linked to large eco-

nomic groups, such as Arturo Fermandois, a lobbyist for large com-

panies such as Cencosud, the Banking Association and the Chilean 

Chamber of Commercial Centers, and Gastón Gómez, who repre-

sented the interests of the AFP Association, the Chilean Shipowners 

Association and Vapores Austral, a South American steamship line. 
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The Rules of the Game 

A 2/3 quorum was established, that is, of 100% of the Conven-

tion, a sector that obtains 33%+1 of votes is enough to defeat any 

initiative voted for by a majority, and therefore, if a majority votes 

to eliminate the AFPs, a minority sector that is against this idea 

would be able to stop the initiative. 

According to Article 135 of Law 21,200, the current Constitu-

tion will remain in force while the Convention is in place. Sover-

eignty resides in the authorities established by the Constitution, the 

Parliament, Constitutional Court, Supreme Court and the govern-

ment. Finally, the New Constitution will not be able to modify the 

signed and executed judicial decisions, as well as the international 

treaties ratified by Chile that are in force. Thus, it will not be possi-

ble to interfere with the large foreign monopolies, allied to the large 

national business owners, their investments in the AFPs, in health 

care, education, natural and strategic resources, etc. 

In accordance with Article 141, the convention delegates as 

well as the representatives will be chosen in the 155 electoral dis-

tricts according to the same system that governs the election of 

representatives, the DôHondt Coefficient [a form of proportional 

representation ï translatorôs note], or distributing seats. This coeffi-

cient favors large conglomerates since, regardless of the vote of 

each member of the list, seats will be assigned according to the 

votes obtained by the complete list. This creates the paradox that 

candidates with 1.5% of the votes can be elected compared to a 

smaller alliance or an independent with more votes. Also special 

ñseatsò were given to indigenous peoples and for gender parity to 

send a message of inclusion in order to distract the attention from 

Piñeda officiates at the call for the constitutional referendum  
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the excluding nature of the electoral system. 

Law No. 21,200, promulgated by Piñera on December 23, 

2019, shielded the agreement by modifying Chapter XV of the cur-

rent Constitution and by developing a body of rules to carry out the 

constitutional process, called: ñOn the procedure to prepare a New 

Political Constitution of the Republic.ò This means that the consti-

tutional delegates will not be able to discuss and approve their own 

operating regulations. 

With all of the above considerations, it is obvious that this Con-

stitutional Convention is far from being a Constituent Assembly 

with all its powers, by which the Assembly would become the high-

est body of government until the new type of state, nation and econ-

omy would be chosen by the sovereign people, and new elections 

are called under the new terms, as well as deciding on the powers of 

the State. 

The Left 

Once the Convention was accepted by the majority of the coun-

try in the October 2020 plebiscite, the revisionist Communist Party 

found itself obliged to participate in the elections in fear of being 

outside the electoral pacts of the opposition and losing ground with 

the Broad Front. It called on the parties of the extra-parliamentary 

left to join its list called ñApprove Dignityò, in order to obtain all 

the necessary votes so as not to lose its representation. This is how 

the parties that had rejected the constituent process and that had 

called for the creation of territorial assemblies as a popular alterna-

tive to the system, changed their opinion and followed behind revi-

sionism. 

Even when the revisionist CP opened ñseatsò for independents, 

not all the left currents agreed to participate in this offer, nor did 

many social leaders who did not feel represented by the traditional 

political parties. 

The danger that these groups will destabilize the elections by 

promoting abstention or boycott led the Government and the oppo-

sition to enact a law that facilitates the registration of independent 

candidates, requiring only 300 signatures or sponsorships and not 

the 0.5% of the votes cast by district in the last election of repre-

sentatives. They will be registered electronically in the Electoral 

Service without having to validate them before a notary with the 
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economic cost that this implies. Thus, the whole society is being 

involved, increasing the legitimacy of the process. 

On average, 42 independent candidates per district will partici-

pate, in a total of 79 lists, creating a division that only hurts the left. 

The right managed to bring order to its ranks and to incorporate the 

pro-Pinochet far right, while Social Democracy was divided, leav-

ing the advantage to the far right. 

The three main groups represented in the convention will be: 

the Right with 43%, followed by Social Democracy and Christian 

Democracy with 31.6%, and the Communist Party plus its allies 

with 19.6%. The independents will not exceed 1.2%. None of the 

large blocs will reach 2/3, so that the negotiations between the right 

and the more conservative sectors of Christian Democracy will 

determine the agenda of a convention that is bound hand and foot. 

It is worth asking what is the object of the participation of the 

left in these elections, which are a creation of the right with social 

democracy that seeks to keep everything in its place, using the tools 

of the bourgeois state and creating the impression of change among 

the people and the workers until the next outburst. 

The lack of revolutionary perspective of the Chilean left is 

clear. Once again, it puts aside its combative discourse and runs to 

the polls. Although they know the result, they do not lose hope of 

one day getting the platform from where they will make the call the 

people to revolt. 

Meanwhile, the task of the Chilean Marxist-Leninists is to con-

tinue building the vanguard party in every trade union, factory and 

company, organizing the class-struggle unions that have the will-

ingness to take power, in a strong union movement capable of tak-

ing on the big monopolies, a strong peopleôs movement of a com-

bative character that fights for housing, education, health care and 

wellbeing, that organizes the revolutionary youth; in short, a move-

ment led by the Marxist-Leninists in a front with all the parties and 

organizations that fight for a Peopleôs Government as the first stage 

for the organization of the workers and the peopleôs power, to pass 

on to the insurrection of the masses towards the Peopleôs Democrat-

ic Revolution on the way to Socialism.  

April 2021 
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Colombia  
Communist Party of Colombia 

(Marxist-Leninist) 

Colombia between the War and the Pandemic  

Introduction  

At the end of the first quarter of 2021, there were several fea-

tures that distinguished the national political situation and on which 

there was a great national debate, given the great significance that 

the proposals being presented today have for the present and future 

of the country. It is noteworthy that we are witnessing a rather diffi-

cult and complex time in which the crisis and the neoliberal and 

pro-fascist policies of the regime are accentuated. The SARS-CoV-

2 pandemic is evolving at an accelerated rate, producing quite heart-

breaking destruction in a country that is at the same time suffering 

the impacts of violence, territorial disputes, corruption and drug 

trafficking, as well as the unpatriotic action of an anti-democratic 

and populist government sold to the monopolies and international 

banking.  

The decrease of 6.8% in the GDP in 2020 reflects the deep eco-

nomic crisis that the country is experiencing, today accelerated 

significantly by the coronavirus pandemic. But it is also the product 

of the disastrous application of neoliberal policies, the growth of the 

external debt, the Stateôs commitment to IMF policies, the reduction 

in social spending, the unemployment and poverty of millions of 

Colombians.  

The social and political crisis, expressed not only in the high 

levels of inequality, informal work (48.2% of the employed popula-

tion) and misery of the majority of the Colombian population, but 

also in the harshening of an authoritarian and pro-fascist regime, 

which is characterized and outlined in the government of Iván Du-

que Márquez, as an inveterate, repressive and anti-democratic actor 

at the service of the monopolies and international banking.  

In labor matters, the figures are quite worrying. The rate of par-

ticipation in the labor force was 51.7% in February 2021, 4.1% 

lower than that registered in February 2020 (55.8%). Therefore 

underemployment and unemployment grew, reaching 11.1% and 

15.9% respectively in February 2021. A careful and objective read-

ing of the figures shows that the number of people without work in 
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Colombia is growing, and the number of people who lack the neces-

sary resources to live in a dignified way is growing. In response and 

under the excuse of confronting the economic effects of the pan-

demic, the Colombian government considers it a priority to develop 

multiple actions aimed at protecting large companies, banks and 

investors within a framework of strengthening outsourcing and 

greater flexibility of contracts and labor relations. Along with the 

devastating effects of the pandemic on employment, working at 

home, tele-working, digital technologies, the use of new telecom-

munications and transport systems, as well as the automation of 

processes are making their way at different levels, introducing new 

characteristics to the labor market.  

Another important feature of the national situation is the growth 

of discontent and social mobilization seen in the continuous actions 

of struggle of the workers, women and youth against the govern-

ment, thw monopolies and banks and their aggressive policy of 

super-exploitation, low salaries, higher taxes and/or fiscal charges, 

privatization and reduction in public spending.  

The large mobilizations for health and decent medical care, a 

basic income, the defense of labor, increased wages and the NO to 

the tax, labor and pension reforms are being prepared again, high-

lighting the call for a national strike for Apr il  28 carried out by 

the Unitary National Command, the workersô federations, 

FECODE, the Union Workers Trade Union and many other organi-

zations in the country. 

On the political level, we highlight the unitary processes of a 

popular nature at the national level with a view to confronting 

Uribism in the electoral contest that will take place in 2022. At-

tempts at establishing a Historical Pact of the left, progressive, 

democratic and popular sectors that allow people to act in a unified 

manner, both in the legislative, presidential and vice-presidential 

elections, highlight the important steps that are being achieved to-

day with the view to forming a broad and vigorous front against 

corruption and the current anti-democracy in Colombia.  

Given this scenario, we will focus this time on two major prob-

lems that affect Colombian society which constantly attract interna-

tional attention: the coronavirus pandemic and the worsening of the 

war in our country, given the intensification of the military confron-

tations, the assassination of leaders and human rights defenders, the 

massacres and forced displacements.  
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In future issues of our magazine we will refer to other topics of 

interest that undoubtedly the revolutionaries and democrats will 

reflect on, as well as the strengthening of the processes of change in 

Latin America and the world.  

I  

The coronavirus pandemic and its effects in Colombia 

On March 5, 2020, Colombia confirmed its first case of coro-

navirus and from then to April 8, 2021, 2,492,081 people with the 

virus have been reported in the country, of whom 2,355,832 have 

recovered; while 65,014 have died.  

In the world, the disease has caused at least 2,894,531 deaths 

since its appearance in December 2019.  

In the first year of the pandemic, Colombia registered two epi-

demiological curves or peaks. The first was on August 19, 2020, a 

day on which 13,056 cases of the disease were confirmed, and the 

second, arrived on January 15, 2021, after reporting 21,078 infec-

tions. As of April 7, a third epidemiological peak was registered in 

most of the national territory, much more serious and intense than 

the previous ones, with 12,464 new cases, 247 deaths and 62,688 

active cases, which have made the health system collapse at the 

national level.  

The seroprevalence or level of infection of Covid-19 in Colom-

bia is an average of 40%, that is, 60% of the population would still 

be susceptible to being infected with the virus.  

Regarding the vaccination plan, official voices point out that 

Colombia, through bilateral and multilateral mechanisms, ensured 

for its citizens the doses of vaccine for Covid-19 needed to reduce 

mortality and the incidence of serious cases of this virus, protect 

health-care workers, reduce infection to build the herd immunity 

recommended by experts. In this sense, it has been possible to buy 

20 million doses for 10 million Colombians through Covax [Covid-

19 Vaccines Global Access] and through bilateral mechanisms 46.5 

million doses for 27,750,000 people. The government says that in 

this way we achieved 66.5 million doses for 37,750,000 people to 

be vaccinated in 2 phases and 5 stages, prioritizing groups at risk 

and progressively until reaching the target number of vaccinated 

Colombians.  
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In this vein, we are obviously forced to permanently evaluate 

the evolution of this pandemic and the policies adopted by the State 

and its various actors to face it accordingly. In this view, the world 

is certainly suffering from a pandemic of great proportions that 

deeply affects the present and future of humanity.  

In general terms, the pandemic exposed the deep capitalist crisis 

that is being experienced in the world today, the great weaknesses 

of the States and the health-care systems, social inequalities and the 

impoverishment of a large part of the population, in addition, the 

absence of policies that put human well-being at the center. To this 

day the arrival and evolution of the pandemic has revealed the ac-

tion of a new factor that disrupts health and social life and puts the 

role of States and different social actors to the test. 

 Thus it is clear that the vaccines are a success and a step for-

ward; they also comprise an important scientific effort, which in the 

current context is seriously limited by the policies applied by the 

States that are interested in containing the economic and social ef-

fects of the pandemic. Above all they put in first place the interests, 

that is, goods, markets, investments and profits of the capitalists that 

they represent. In these terms, the strong market for vaccines 

opened mainly by the pharmaceutical companies and the imperialist 

States cannot be examined lightly without realizing the contradic-

tions and struggles present in the capitalist society in the 21st centu-

ry. The great differences in the vaccination rate of countries seen in 

this context, only a small part of the planet has its vaccine insured 

while the majority of the population will hardly be able to get vac-

cinated in the short term. In effect, as has happened on other occa-

sions, the entire vaccine market, in addition to being an instrument 

of subordination and protection of interests, has become an incen-

tive to exacerbate the crisis and the social contradictions of the capi-

talist system. On our part, we will work tirelessly so that in our 

countries the struggle of the peoples takes up the banner of the vac-

cines against Covid-19 as a global public good that allows the im-

munization of humanity against this deadly virus.  

 As for Colombia, we will continue to insist, together with the 

other actors in the popular field, in demanding that the government 

accelerates the national vaccination plan, the adoption of a basic in-

come, and a greater and urgent social investment in the framework of 

a plan agreed with the representatives of the communities, the unions 

and social organizations of the country that would allow the revival of 
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employment, the protection of the national infrastructure, and the 

strengthening and expansion of the health-care system in the country.  

II  

The humanitarian drama that Colombia is suffering 

In Colombia the horrible night has not stopped. It is the truth 

that we Colombians are forcefully confirming every day when we 

observe the worsening of the war and especially the continual assas-

sination of social leaders, the massacres and the displacement of 

thousands of our compatriots, showing quite shocking figures.  

The new spiral of violence registered in 2020 91 massacres 

with 381 victims. So far in 2021, 26 massacres have already been 

committed with 95 victims. Regarding the assassinations, the fig-

ures for 2020 speak of 310 social leaders and human rights defend-

ers murdered. So far in 2021, there have already been 16 leaders 

assassinated
1
, which show the repetition of a new cycle of violence, 

mainly in those areas considered strategic or in dispute, either due 

to their economic power, development of works of infrastructure, 

the exploitation of gold and other natural resources, illegal crops 

(mainly coca and marijuana production), or because they are transit 

areas or bordering on other countries.
2
 The north and southwest of 

Cauca, lower Cauca and north of Antioquia, the Pacific Chocoano, 

Valluno and Nariño, Putumayo, Meta, Arauca and the Catatumbo 

                                                 
1
 http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Informe-

Li%CC%81deres.pdf 
2
 http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Cartilla-

sistematicidad-con-ISBN-comprimido-1.pdf 

http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Informe-Li%CC%81deres.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Informe-Li%CC%81deres.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Cartilla-sistematicidad-con-ISBN-comprimido-1.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Cartilla-sistematicidad-con-ISBN-comprimido-1.pdf


COLOMBIA ï COLOMBIA BETWEEN THE WAR AND THE PANDEMIC 

MAY 2017 | 45 

area in the North of Santander are the areas of greatest violence, 

confirming that this as a phenomenon that runs through and affects 

the entire national geography. 

 
Social leaders and defenders of human rights assassinated in Colombia 

since the signing of the Peace Accords 

 
Social leaders and defenders of human rights assassinated in Colombia 

under the government of Duque August 7, 2018 to December 15, 2020) 

These figures collected by the Institute of Studies for Develop-

ment and Peace (INDEPAZ) as of March 30, 2021, and broadcast at 

the national and international level, show the enormous humanitari-

an drama that is being experienced in our country, which, as illus-

trated in the graph, are the communities and popular sectors most 
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affected who are really suffering the horrors of war, contrary to the 

numerous comments in some media that consider business owners, 

ranchers and landowners as the main victims, who, according to 

them, have had to leave the country, arm themselves or secure their 

businesses to continue surviving.  

 
Social sector of the leaders and defenders of human rights assassinated 

from November 24, 2016 to December 15, 2020 

Since the Peace Accord was signed, there were 863 cases of homi-

cide among peasant, indigenous, afro-descendant, environmental, 

mining and community organizations. Agrarian conflicts over land, 

territories and natural resources represent 79.37% of homicides. 

The above is not something accidental; it reflects an ideologi-

cal, cultural and political offensive based on false considerations 

and facts (fake news), which stimulate and support the fanaticism, 

sensationalism, demagoguery and populism that characterize the 

discourse and campaigns of the ruling classes and their parties in 

Colombia. This is exemplified by the activities carried out before 

the plebiscite to endorse the peace accords in October 2016, then 

the electoral campaign that allowed Duque to win the presidency in 

2018, the coronavirus pandemic and the confrontation that is rising 

today with the fraternal country of Venezuela. In this it is common 

to find leaders fully used to deceive the masses, as well as to legiti-

mize the interests and the ruling power.  
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Comments on the killing of human rights defenders and leaders 

ü In 2020, more than 291 social leaders were assassinated. There was 

no let-up in the trend in these assassinations, which are close to the 

2018 figure.  

ü There was a decrease in the number of municipalities (from 114 in 

2018 to 114 in 2020); which shows the withdrawal of some armed 

groups, the stabilization of conflicts in others, the non-existence of 

strong dynamics of expansion.  

ü The most critical situations occurred in the North and Southwest of 

Cauca, Bajo Cauca and North of Antioquia, Pacific Nariño, Putumayo 

and Catatumbo.  

ü In these areas, the re-composition of territorial control and conflicts 

among various groups, regarding income from drug trafficking, gold 

mining, timber trafficking, surplus value from megaprojects and infra-

structure works, appropriation of land and distribution of political pow-

er continues.  

ü The promoters of these conflicts in critical territories are complex 

macro-criminal groups and networks that operate in legal and illegal 

businesses, with companies that launder illicit enrichment and accom-

plices/partners established in State institutions.  

ü The neo-paramilitary and narco-paramilitary armed groups are a 

part of these macro-criminal groups that reproduce themselves by asso-

ciation and together with the legal ones.  

ü Those who have rearmed in the post-agreement period, for the most 

part, are dedicated to conflict over these incomes, trying to rebuild 

economies and controls that the FARC EP previously had.  

ü In about 45% of the cases, the gunmen that kill the social leaders are 

linked to the narco-paramilitaries and the groups left over after the 

agreement; the other 55% are made up of unidentified assassins, many 

of them at the service of mafias (35% of the total); ELN, dissidents 

from the FARC EP, and the police and troops.  

ü The State and government bear responsibility for these persistent 

acts of violence by inaction, harmful actions and complicity at various 

levels.  

ü The inaction consists of the weakness of an coordinated, prompt and 

sufficient presence in the regions most affected by armed violence and 

post-agreement conflicts; the major inaction has been the lack of im-

plementation of social, political and security reforms, in particular 

comprehensive rural reforms, planned substitution, political reforms 

and security guarantees. 
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ü The harmful action in the critical territories and in general is seen in 

the substitution of a security policy for peace with another one of secu-

rity for a new war against drugs / anti-terrorism.  

ü Complicity at various levels is shown in the collusion of the politi-

cal powers, clans, mafias, with armed activities. The capture of institu-

tions has one of its manifestations in corruption and others in the re-

composition in the armed forces using strategies of war contrary to the 

transition to peace.] 

The Colombian conflict 

As a harsh truth, we share the recent studies by INDEPAZ
3
 that 

confirm Colombia as a country with a very old internal conflict, 

which is growing and renews itself amid a tumultuous context of 

crisis and inter-bourgeois conflicts for control of profits, natural 

resources and strategic areas. It is a conflict in content and form, 

with dimensions and/or particularities that characterize and show it 

to be different from the type of conflict that was seen in the country 

in previous years. In concrete terms, the Colombian conflict today is 

no longer a confrontation between the State and its armed forces on 

the one hand, against strong military contingents or organizations 

aiming at socialist power as alternatives to the prevailing system. 

On the contrary, the situation is one of an open and brutal confron-

tation between the State on the one hand, with a group of organiza-

tions of resistance that are determined to oppose the regime and the 

government and advocate for political negotiation; and on the other, 

with dozens of military units and projects mainly of an economic 

nature, without ideological perspective or unity, characterized by 

their low political profile, territorial disputes, linked to crime, drug 

trafficking and mercenaries at the service of the bourgeois army, 

predominantly with the absence of collective social projects.  

As part of the conflict, other types of confrontations burst onto 

the scene, distinguished and promoted mainly by unions, social 

leaders, human rights defenders and a variety of social and commu-

nity organizations that reject exploitation, poverty, corruption and 

state abandonment. They are the confrontations of the State with the 

workers and organized communities that rise up in defense of life, 

sovereignty, ecology and the environment, the autonomy of com-

                                                 
3
 http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Informe-

Especial-asesinato-li%CC%81deres-2016-2020-L-15-12-20-Final.pdf 
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munities, the defense of citizenôs rights and freedoms. This type of 

confrontation complicates the panorama and shows both in its caus-

es and expressions the conflict as an economic, social, political and 

armed phenomenon with deep edges in the country.  

Peace is a great popular desire 

As we have pointed out in numerous writings, peace is not a 

fantasy and it cannot continue to be treated as primarily a military 

matter that only calls for armed actors. Years of struggle and all the 

experience gained tell us that this viewpoint is wrong and requires a 

political change, which goes beyond that moralistic and religious 

vision of those who see the conflict as a confrontation between good 

and bad. For our part we have seen it through a evolutionary, inte-

gral, multifaceted and broad vision of the conflict that demands the 

reflection of its history, roots and multiple expressions, without 

losing sight of the context and characteristics of our economic-

social formation. The future of the State and the economic, social, 

political and military policies that have been implemented for more 

than 70 years of confrontation, as well as all the social forces im-

mersed in the confrontation, also point to certain values, imagina-

tions, challenges and behaviors. That vision at stake today is what 

has allowed the left and the progressive and democratic sectors to 

consider that the events of the conflict to this day have their struc-

tural causes in the strong dependency, economic and social exclu-

sion, the flagrant rejection of citizenôs rights and political freedoms.  

We think that todayôs conflict in all its details requires an anal-

ysis that makes it possible not to stay on the surface, promoting 

policies that have already been proven ineffective, such as welfare 

policies, or those that are promoted by friends of the military solu-

tions, or also those who insist on negotiating and distributing state 

posts and budgets, denying that the conflict in the country has un-

derlying structural causes.  

The failure of the peace process 

The failure of the ñAgreement for the definitive termination of 

the conflictò signed by the government of Juan Manuel Santos and 

the FARC-EP on September 26, 2016, is clear and evident. On the 

one hand, because the agreements have only been implemented 

16%, according to an analysis of the Party of the Communes itself 

(this is the name of the party of the demobilized FARC), and on the 
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other hand, because the conflict has not disappeared and much less 

has the State declared the abandonment of its warmongering policy, 

of fighting against the internal enemy, which according to its 

spokespersons includes a terrorist threat to Colombian society. In 

addition, in several regions there is an effort to exterminate of the 

former combatants that closes the doors to any reconciliation or 

negotiated solution to the conflict.  

Regarding the Peace Agreement itself, we think that one should 

not many expectations for it either, because although it speaks of 

the end of the conflict, its real purpose was only to agree with the 

Colombian government and State on the reincorporation into civil 

life of a force that believes that the social change that they pro-

claimed in their program of advanced democracy could not be 

achieved through armed action.  

We also share the views of some analysts who point out that the 

Agreement, as a Letter of Good Intensions, ignores the balance of 

forces that exists and is necessary for the reforms it proposes, as 

well as the rules for the exercise of power and political action in 

Colombia.  

On the other hand, it is necessary to consider in the force of the 

Communes errors and misunderstandings regarding the Agreement 

and its viability such as that:  

Å The economic, political and legal order of the country is intact 

and did not need changes; on the contrary, we have a democ-

racy and a Constitution that requires some touch-ups or lively 

reforms that allow the State to bring the citizens closer, save 

thousands of lives, encourage reconciliation, and create the 

necessary social welfare that will make social and political 

confrontation unnecessary and useless.  

Å The cause of the internal conflict that plagues the country is in 

the countryside and fundamentally derives from a conflict 

over land, where on the one hand the lack of protection and 

neglect of the countryside is obvious and on the other hand 

the confrontation between the peasantry, the landowners and 

the State for the lands and income to be gained in the rural 

market. The strategy of development programs with a territo-

rial approach (PDET) for 15 years included in the Agreement 

for about 170 municipalities in the country is based on the 

premise that these programs will make it possible to put an 
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end to illegal crops, poverty, violence and neglect of the State 

in important regions of the country.  

Å The concept of transitional justice as a systematic set of rules 

already elaborated and on which there is identity in interna-

tional legal doctrine, aimed specifically at guaranteeing the 

rights of truth, justice and reparation for the victims. Disre-

garding transitional justice as an issue under construction in 

which the definition of both substantive and procedural ob-

jectives and rules depends on the balance and factors of pow-

er is a gross error; in addition the Agreement completely 

omits and ignores the combative nature of the guerrilla, self-

defense and rebellion as political rights.  

We think that all these omissions, errors, blurring and mainly the 

refusal of the State and the current government to comply with the 

Agreement are what have caused it to hang by a thread, filled with 

shocks and uncertainty, especially to the former combatants and the 

communities that were close to the defunct FARC-EP guerrilla. 

Considering the existing facts and limitations, we highlight the 

efforts of the social and political communities and organizations in 

the country that have come out to defend the peace agreements, de-

manding that the government, in addition to compliance with these 

agreements, punish those responsible for heinous crimes and crimes 

against the humanity, greater social investment, protection of victims, 

and respect for human rights and international humanitarian law.  

In that same perspective, we se this opportunity to express our 

rejection and condemnation of the murder of 1,134 human rights 

leaders and defenders in the country, as well as the 263 signers of 

the peace agreement assassinated from the signing of the peace 

accords until January 30, 2021. We demand that the State and inter-

national courts punish these violations of human rights and interna-

tional humanitarian law accordingly.  

As fighters for change and peace with social justice, we reiterate 

our call to all revolutionaries, democrats and supporters of social 

progress to promote unitary efforts for winning a democratic and 

popular government that ensures peace with social justice, democra-

cy, the well-being and building of the new and sovereign homeland.  

Communist Party of Colombia Marxist-Leninist  

Central Executive Committee  

Colombia, April 2021 
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Denmark  
Dorte Grenaa 
APK, Workersô 

Communist Party 

Deepen the political consciousness of the 

working class on the failure of capitalism 

This document was presented at the APKôs annual conference 

in November 2020 on strengthening the party work in the current 

situation of the crisis of capitalism and the pandemic. 

APK has a policy for a revolutionary way out of capitalism and 

its crises ï for revolution and socialism. Back in March 2020, two 

days after the Corona lock-down, the party presented a political plat-

form demanding social, economic and health protection for the work-

ing class and the people and making capital and the rich pay for their 

own capitalist crisis. It is at the same time a platform for creating 

unity, organizing on a class struggle policy and with a clear perspec-

tive for a new social system with the working class in power. 

It is clear that capitalism is in a general and acute crisis. It is at 

the same time an economic, political and social crisis that is even 

further deepened by the Covid pandemic, adding a health crisis. The 

consequences of this are seen, heard and felt every day. However, 

there is far more uncertainty and doubt within the working class and 

the people, as to why the solutions to the crisis by the bourgeois 

cannot work, and why a revolutionary rupture with capitalism as the 

real and long-term solution is necessary. 

So, the question is, how can we change, reduce and in the end 

eliminate that doubt and ambiguity? In our propaganda and agita-

tion, we must reflect and use the experiences from the everyday 

lives of the working class, we must spread knowledge about the 

struggles and protests that are going on and the experiences in the 

class struggle that are being made. But this is not enough. However, 

parts of our propaganda are limited to that. Other parts go in the 

opposite direction with complicated analyses and the accumulation 

of so-called scientific facts. We must use both forms, but with a 

revolutionary content, which is not created only by using the word 

revolution. We must empower the working class with a revolution-

ary perspective, pointing out the steps, direction and perspective in 
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the class struggle and we must be still better in incorporating the 

revolutionary theory of Marxism-Leninism.  

A rupture with capitalism requires a great consciousness in the 

working class of the fact that there is no other way. A consciousness 

of the fact that one cannot patch up the capitalist system or convince 

it to become humane and just, as the left opportunists within the 

parties of European Left advocate. This is a major task in a country 

like Denmark, where the working class has been embraced by So-

cial-Democratic class collaboration for more than one hundred 

years. For example, views today still are being raised in progressive 

militant workers groups, such as: we should only raise the battles 

that we are sure in advance to win, which in fact are holding back 

the development of the class struggle. Or views to limit the class 

struggle only to those waged within the trade union justice class 

collaboration system under the leadership of the reformist union 

leaders and workersô aristocracy, which are restricted to trade un-

ionism. 

A rupture and a revolutionary path require knowledge and con-

viction, combined with oneôs own experiences of the class struggle 

to develop a necessary revolutionary consciousness. This requires 

the organization of thought, of people, of struggles, of revolutionar-

ies. A crucial element in doing this is the Communist Party as a 

political center for a revolutionary path that can maintain scientific 

socialism and convey it in the struggle of the working class and 

among the most class-conscious workers. 

Class collaboration 

Throughout the world, including in Denmark, crisis solutions 

are being implemented, in all of which it is the working class and 

ordinary people who must pay for the crisis once again. Meanwhile, 

the big monopolies and capital get state aid not only to make it 

through the crisis, but also to emerge stronger in a renewed imperi-

alist competition and rivalry.  

As the ICMLPO has pointed out, the economic crisis and the 

Covid crisis emerged in a situation of increased class struggles, 

large protest movements and popular uprisings against the raging 

living conditions, the prospects of capitalism and all the neo-liberal 

reforms. So it is not without reason that the great concern of the 

ruling class is how to avoid too much social protest and resistance. 

Right now, we are seeing how the extreme right moves forward ï in 
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Denmark, with the state-funded parties such as Stram Kurs, which 

went on a road trip in Sweden to publicly burn the Koran, religious 

Islamist fanatics cutting off the head of a French schoolteacher, 

Nazis on the streets of Rome and Berlin protesting against Corona 

restrictions and armed militias in big US cities. And around the 

extreme right a growing right-wing populist movement in Europe is 

demonstrating for freedoms and rights opposed to the pandemic 

restrictions. All to turn the frustration and resistance in the wrong 

direction and to fight the popular resistance with ñlaw and orderò, 

fear, violence, and chaotic conditions. 

We saw in the spring of 2020, when the governmentôs Covid 

lock-down was implemented, how the democratic parliamentary 

veneer disappeared overnight and was replaced by the Epidemic 

Law (which in 2021 was replaced by an even more repressive one). 

We saw how the government emerged in a new form as a ñcrisis 

task forceò with the main ministers, the largest monopoly owners, 

the military, and the police in unison. Later we see how the leaders 

of the National Trade Union Confederation were called onto the 

stage from behind the scenes, in order not only to secure temporary 

salary compensation schemes, but also that some collective bargain-

ing rights would be withdrawn. This was done in an open class 

collaboration within the ñDanish/Nordic modelò, through national 

agreements among the state, employers, and the National Trade 

Union Confederation.  

The class collaboration policy and the heads of the labor aris-

tocracy are right now the best bet for Danish capital to implement 

their policy for stabilization of capitalism and neo-liberal crisis 

policy as smoothly as possible. It is at the same time the greatest 

political and ideological obstacle to working-class unity on a class 

struggle and revolutionary basis. Therefore we must unmask them 

by exposing their deeds, class affiliation and reformist policy. In our 

propaganda and work on this we must be aware of both right and 

left deviations, both of which will separate us from the advanced 

trade union militants and workers.  

Capitalism cannot be cured with more capitalism. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has accelerated the existing crisis and 

shown how capitalism is cynical, coldly indifferent to the lives and 

needs of the workers and the labor force it no longer needs. It only 

wants a labor force as cheap as possible. In India, Latin America, 
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United States, Europe and all over, we see the consequences of the 

solution called ñsave the profitsò: hundreds of thousands of deaths, 

millions of newly starving, destruction of jobs and communities, 

destruction of public and popular health-care and education sys-

tems. The industrial, technical, and digital developments do not 

benefit social development and the lives of the workers and people. 

They are only used to keep the wheels of exploitation turning faster 

and to create ever more wealth, value, and imperialist power among 

the few in the ruling class. 

We might think this is obvious for everyone to see and under-

stand. But among the youth in the ghettoes and suburbs and among 

the young workers, many may not even know the word and term 

capitalism when we write it in our flyers, and cannot relate to it. We 

must therefore connect it to what they themselves experience and 

see and clarify that this is the capitalist system in action. Likewise 

because of the fact that the root of their problems is the capitalist 

system, their future can be changed by revolution and socialism. 

There is a growing revolutionary interest, not the least among a 

whole new generation to whom the ñCorona crisisò can be an eye-

opener in understanding the nature and laws of capitalism. And we 

as revolutionaries much capture the possibilities inherent in the 

present time. 

 Whether the bourgeois solution is the ñnew normalò of neo-

liberalism, with all that it entails: increased flexible working hours, 

lower wages, more home workplaces with less opportunities to 


