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ON THE CENTENARY OF
THE BIRTH OF JOSEPH STALIN

December 21 this year marks the centenary of the birtlo-of J
seph Stalin, the muebeloved and outstanding leader of thelgr
tariat of Russia and the world, the loyal friend of the Albaniam pe
ple, and the dear friend of the oppressed peoples of the whole world
fighting for freedom, independence, democracy and socialism.

Stalinds whole life was characterized by an unceasiagce
struggle against Russian capitalism, against world capitalism,
against imperialism and against the dvrxist and antlLeninist
currents and trends which had placed themselves in the service of
world reaction and capital. Beside Lenin and undsrléadership,
he was one of the inspirers and leaders of the Great Octobel- Socia
ist Revolution, an unflinching militant of the Bolshevik Party.

After the death of Lenin, for 30 years on end, Stalin led the
struggle for the triumph and defence of socialis the Soviet Ud-
ion. That is why there is great love and respect for Stalin and loyalty
to him and his work in the hearts of the proletariat and the peoples
of the world. That is also why the capitalist bourgeoisie and world
reaction display nevezndinghostility towards this loyal discipline
and outstanding, resolute-tighter of V1adimir Ilyich Lenin.

Stalin earned his place among the great classics of Marxism
Leninism with his stern and principled struggle for the defence,
consistent implementatioand further development of the ideas of
Marx, Engels and Lenin. With his keen mind and special ability, he
was able to find his bearings even in the most difficult times, when
the bourgeoisie and reaction were doing everything in their power
to hinder theriumph of the Great October Socialist Revolution.

The difficulties facing the Russian proletariat in the realization
of its aspirations were immense, because capitalism reignedsin Ru
sia and the world. But capitalism had already produced its own
gravedigger the proletariat, the most revolutionary class which was
to lead the revolution. This class was to fulfill its historic mission
successfully, in merciless struggle against its enemies, and through
this struggle, win its rights and freedoms, and taléiqed power
into its own hands. On this course, the proletariat was to woest p
litical and economic power from its oppressors and expldit¢nge
capitalist bourgeoisie, and build the new world.



Marx and Engels created the proletarian science of treure
tion and scientific socialism. They founded the InternationalkA/or
ingmerts Association, known as the First International. The dnd
mental principles of this first international association of workers
were formulated in its Constitutional Manifesto, wlinidefined the
road of the proletariat for the liquidation of private ownership of the
means of production, for the creation of the party of the proletariat
to seize state power on the revolutionary road, as well as for the
struggle the proletariat had Wwage against capitalism and oppo
tunism, which presented itself in differefitheoreticab forms in
different countries.

Vladimir llyich Lenin, the brilliant continuer of the work of
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, basing himself on their major
works anddefending them with rare mastery, waged the struggle
against the trends of revisionists, opportunists, and other renegades.
The traitors discarded the great banner of the First International and
openly spurned the slogan of the Communist Manifg&f¢orkers
of all countries, unit@l Instead of opposing the imperialist war,
these renegades from Marxism voted credits for it.

Lenin wrote major works in defence and for the development of
Marxism. In particular, he enriched the ideas of Marx and Engels on
the castruction of socialist and communist socigtiways bearing
in mind the materialist development of history, as well as theicond
tions of the country and the epoch in which he was living, Lenin
fought for the creation and consolidation of the BolshevikyPa
Vladimir llyich, together with the other Bolsheviks, through an i
tensive revolutionary struggle within Russia and abroad, in the co
ditions of the decay of czarism and its army, prepared and launched
the Great Proletarian Socialist Revolution.

Leniné plan of genius for the triumph of the revolution was r
alized. After the Great Revolution, which shook the old world and
opened up a new epoch in the history of mankitite epoch of the
liquidation of oppression and exploitation, was crowned wittt su
cess, Lenin continued the struggle for the construction of the first
socialist state. Leniis devoted collaborator, Joseph Vissarionovich
Stalin, fought and worked together with him.

It is understandable that the bourgeoisie could not fail to rise
against e ideas of Marx, Engels and Lenin and their correcd-res
lute and unwavering actions in favour of the working class and the



peoples, and it did so, without hesitation, savagely and consistently,
never ceasing to aim its various weapons against them.

This great, organized hostility of capitalism and the reactionary
world bourgeoisie was confronted with the great, organized and
invincible strength of the Russian proletariat in unity with the world
proletariat. This confrontation was an expression of adietass
struggle within and outside Russia, which was apparent during that
whole period in the clashes with the interventionist forces and the
remnants of czarism and Russian reaction. These enemies had to be
fought mercilessly.

The Bolshevik Party had tbe tempered, the building of the
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat, as the principal issue of
the revolution, had to be completed and the foundations ofothe s
cialist economy laid in the course of this class struggle. Therefore,
fundamental refions had to be carried out in all sectors of life, but
on a new course, in a new spirit, with a new purpose; daheory
on philosophy, political economy and scientific socialism had to be
applied in a creative manner and under the concrete conditions of
czarist Russia.

All these aims were to be realized under the leadership of the
proletariat, as the most advanced and most revolutionary class, rel
ing on its alliance the poor and middle peasantry. After the creation
of the new state power, a great andoiestruggle had to be waged
to improve the economic and cultural life of the peoples liberated
from the yoke of czarism and foreign capital of other European
countries. In this titanic struggle, Stalin stood firm beside Lenin; he
was a frordine fighter.

The more the new Soviet state became consolidated politically,
the more industry developed in all its branches, the more the-colle
tive agriculture and the new socialist culture developed in the Soviet
Union, the fiercer the resistance of the externah#ee and local
reaction became. The enemies intensified this struggle especially
after the death of V1adimir llyich Lenin.

Before the body of Lenin, Stalin pledged that he would loyally
follow his teachings, would carry out his behests to keep the lofty
title of the Communist pure, to safeguard and strengthen the unity
of the Bolshevik Party, to preserve and ceaselessly steel tlae dict
torship of the proletariat, to constantly strengthen the alliance of the
working class with the peasantry, to remain loyattte end to the
principles of proletarian internationalism to defend the first socialist
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state from the ambitions of the local bourgeois and landowreer en
mies and the external imperialist enemies, who wanted to destroy it,
and to carry the construction sbcialism through to the end in one
sixth of the earth.

Joseph Stalin kept his word. At the head of the Bolshevik Party
he knew how to lead the construction of socialism in the Soviet U
ion and to make the great Homeland of the Russian proletariat and
all the peoples of the Soviet Union a colossal base for the world
revolution. He showed himself to be a worthy continuer of the work
of Marx, Engels and Lenin, and gave brilliant proof that he was a
great, cleaminded and resolute Marxikeninist.

The enengs within the Soviet Unioii the Trotskyites, Bk
harinites, Zinovyevites; and others, were closely linked with foreign
capitalists, because they had become their tools. Some of éhem r
mained within the ranks of the Bolshevik Party in order to take the
citadel from within, to disrupt the correct Marxiséninist line of
this party with Stalin at the head, while some others operatied ou
side the party but within the state, and in disguise or openly plotted
to sabotage the construction of socialism. In thesmumistances,
Stalin persistently implemented one of Le®irmain instructions
about unhesitatingly purging the party of all opportunist elements,
of any one who capitulates to the pressure of the bourgeoisie and
imperialism and any view alien to Marxisbeninism. The struggle
Stalin waged at the head of the Bolshevik Party against the Jrotsk
ites and Bukharinites was a direct continuation of the struggle
waged by Lenin, a profoundly principled, salutary struggle, without
which there would have been neitliemstruction of socialism, nor
any possibility of defending it.

Joseph Stalin knew that the Victories could be achievedend d
fended through efforts, sacrifices, through sweat and struggle. He
never displayed #founded optimism over the victories thatree
achieved and was never pessimistic about the difficulties which
emerged. On the contrary, Stalin was an exceptionally matare pe
sonality, prudent in his thoughts, decisions and actions. As the great
man he was, Stalin was able to win the hearts of diny pnd pe-
ple, to mobilize their energies, to temper the militants in battles, and
uplift them politically and ideologically in order to carry out a great
work, without precedent in history.

The Stalin fiveyear plans for the development of the economy
and culture transformed the wodidfirst socialist country into a big
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socialist power. Guided by the teaching of Lenin about giving-prio
ity to heavy industry in the socialist industrialization, the Bolshevik
Party headed by Stalin equipped the countrhwitvery powerful
industry for the production of means of production, with a giant
machinebuilding industry, capable of ensuring the rapid dgwelo
ment of the entire peofieeconomy and all the necessary means, as
well as an impregnable defence. As Stalid, the socialist heavy
industry was set ufirelying on the internal forces, without ensla
ing credits and loans from abroadtalin had made it clear that in
setting up its heavy industry, the Soviet state could not follow the
road which the capitaliscountries pursue, by taking loans from
other countries or plundering other countries.

After the collectivization of agriculture in the Soviet Union a
modern socialist agriculture was built up with the support ofve po
erful base of agricultural machinegpyoduced by the socialist heavy
industry, and thus the problem of grain and other principal dgricu
tural and livestock products was solved. It was Stalin whooelab
rated Leni@s cooperativist plan more thoroughly, who led thme i
plementation of this plan ifierce struggle with the enemies a-s
cialism, with the kulaks, the Bukharinite traitors, with the innzme
able difficulties and obstacles which stemmed not only from enemy
activity, but also from the lack of experience and from the feeling of
private propgty which had deep roots in the consciousness of the
peasants.

The buildup of economic and cultural strength helped the co
solidation of the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat in the
Soviet Union. At the head of the Bolshevik Party, Stalin degh
and ran the Soviet state in a masterly way, further perfected @s fun
tioning and, always on the Marxiseninist course, developed the
structure and superstructure of society on the basis of the internal
political situation and economic developmentiile never losing
sight of the external situations, that is, the rapacious aims and the
sinister intrigues concocted by the bourgemipitaliststates in o
der to impede the construction of the new state of the proletarians.

World capitalism regarded th®8oviet Union as its dangerous
enemy, therefore from outside it endeavoured to isolate it, while it
encouraged and organized the plots of renegades, spies, traitors and
rightists from within. The dictatorship of the proletariat struck down
these dangerowenemies without mercy. All theaitorswere put on
public trial. At that time, their guilt was proved most convincingly
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with incontrovertible evidence. The bourgeois propaganda raised a
big fuss about the trials conducted in the Soviet Union on the basis
of the revolutionary law against the Trotskyites, Bukharinites, the
Radeks, Zinovyevs, Kamenyevs, Pyatakovs and Tukhachevskys. It
stepped up and raised to a system its campaign of slander and den
gration against the just struggle of the Soviet state, thishBvik
Party and Stalin that defended the life of their peoples, defended the
new socialist system built with the blood and sweat of the workers
and peasants, defended the Great October Revolution and the purity
of MarxismLeninism.

What slander did thexternal enemies not invent, especially
against Joseph Stalin, the continuer of the work of Marx and Lenin,
the talented leader of the Soviet Union, whom they accused of being
a bloody tyrant, and murderer... All these slanders were remarkable
for their cynicism. No, Stalin was no tyrant, no despot. He was a
man of principle, he was just, modest and very kindly and canside
ate towards people, the cadres, and his colleagues. That is why his
Party, the peoples of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
the entire world proletariat loved him so much. This is how millions
of communists and outstanding personalities, revolutionaries and
progressive people throughout the world knew Stalin. In his book
entitled iStalind, Henri Barbusse says among other thirfiite es-
tablished and maintains links with the workers, peasants and inte
lectuals of the USSR, as well as with the revolutionaries of the
world, who love their homelaridthat is, with many more than 200
million peopled He addedfiiThis clear and enlighteal person is an
unpretentious man... He laughs like a child... From many aspects
Stalin is very much like the extraordinary V. llyich: the same-ma
tery of theory, the same practical sense, the same determination...
More than in anyone else, in the persdnStalin one finds the
thought and word of Lenin. He is the Lenin of today.

Consistent Marxist.eninist revolutionary ideas run like a red
thread through all Stalie thoughts and Works, whether written or
applied in practice. No mistake of principle che found in the
works of this outstanding Marxisteninist. His work was well
weighed up in the interests of the proletariat and the working
masses, in the interests of the revolution, socialism and gemm
nism, in the interests of national liberation andi-anperialist
struggles. He was not eclectic in his theoretical and politicai-opi
ions, nor was he vacillating in his practical actions. He who relied
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on the sincere friendship of Joseph Stalin was confident inrhis o
ward march towards a happy future fis people. He who deviated
could not escape the keen vigilance and judgement of Joseph Stalin.
This judgement had its roots in the great ideas of the Marxist
Leninist theory which had crystallized in his brilliant mind and pure
soul. Throughout his wholkfetime he knew how to keep a firm
hold on the helm and steer a correct course to socialism amongst the
waves and storms created by enemies.

Stalin knew when and to what extent compromises should be
made provided they did not violate the Martisinistideology,
but on the contrary, were to the benefit of the revolution, socialism,
the Soviet Union and the friends of the Soviet Union.

The proletariat, the Marxidteninist parties, the genuine roe
munists and all the progressive people in the world ceresitithe
salutary actions of the Bolshevik Party and Stalin in defence of the
new socialist state and so@oonomic order to be just, reasonable
and necessary. The work of Stalin was approved by the worle-prol
tariat and the peoples, because they sawh@dbught against the
oppression and exploitation which they felt on their own backs. The
peoples saw that the slanders against Stalin came precisely from
those monsters who organized mass tortures and killings inleapita
ist society, those who were theusa of starvation, poverty, ume
ployment and so much misery, hence they did not believe these
slanders.

Millions of proletarians throughout the world rose against these
enemies in big strikes and powerful demonstrations in the city
streets, and attackedettiactories and plants of the capitalists. The
peoples rose in struggle against the colonizers to win their@emo
ratic freedoms and rights. These actions were, at the same time, an
all-round international support for the Soviet Union and Stalin,
which helped to strengthen the new state of the Soviets and enhance
its great authority in the world.

All the communists throughout the world who were fighting
against woud capitalism were called agents of the Soviet drind
Stalin by the bourgeoisie and the egades from Marxism
Leninism. But the communists were honest people, they ware n
bodyés agents, but were simply loyal supporters of the doctrine of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. They supported the Soviet Union
because in its policy they saw their gregport for the triumph of
communist ideas, they saw a clear example of how they sheuld d
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velop their struggle and increase their efforts to win the battles one
after the other, to defeat the enemies and rid themselves of the yoke
of the power of capital ahbuild the new, socialist social order.

While world capitalism was growing weaker as an outdated o
der in decay, socialism in the Soviet Union was triumphing as the
new order of the future and becoming an ever more powendl su
port for the world revolutin. In these circumstances capitalism was
absolutely compelled to employ all its means to strike a mortal blow
at the great socialist state of the proletarians, which was showing
the world the way to escape from exploitation, therefore the tapita
ists prepeed and launched World War Il. They raised, supported,
incited and armed the Hitlerites for tfe/ar against Bolshevisin
against the Soviet Union, and to realize their dreanfiiging
space in the East. The Soviet Union understood the danger which
thredened it. Stalin was vigilant, he knew full well that the slanders
concocted against him by the international capitalist bourgeoisie,
alleging that he was not fighting the risiédpzismand fascism,
were slogans to be expected from this bourgeoisie anditlegite
Fifth Column, in order to deceive world opinion and realize their
plans for an attack on the Soviet Union.

The 7th Congress of the Comintern, held in 1935, rightly d
scribed fascism as the greatest enemy of the peoples in the concrete
Circumstages of that time. On the direct initiative of Stalin, this
Congress launched the slogan of the pedpedifascist united
front, which should be created in eveguntry with the aim of e
posihg the aggressive plans andegatory activityof the fascist
states, so that the peoples would rise against these plans and this
activity in order to avert a new imperialist war which was threate
ing the world.

Never for any moment did Stalin lose sight of the danger
threatening the Soviet Union. At all time he fotgesolutely and
gave cleaicut -instructions that the party must be tempered for the
coming battles, that the Soviet peoples must be united in dikeeel
MarxistLeninist unity, that the Soviet economy must be cadnsol
dated on the socialist road, thaetdefences of the Soviet Union
must be strengthened with material means and cadres, and have a
revolutionary strategy with revolutionary tactics. It was Stalin who
showed and proved through facts from life itself, that the imiperia
ists are warmongers attlgiat imperialism “is the bearer of predatory
wars, therefore, he instructed that people must be continuously vig
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lant and always prepared to cope with any action by the Hitlerite
Nazis the Italian fascists, and the Japanese militarists, together with
the other capitalist world powers. Stalin.word was prized above
gold, it became a guide for the proletarians and the peoples of the
world.

Stalin proposed to the governments of the big capitalist powers
of Western Europe that an alliance should be forngainat the
Hitlerite plague, but these governments rejected such a proposal,
indeed they even violated the alliances they had previously signed
with the Soviet Union, because they hoped the Hitlerites would
eliminate theiseed of Bolshevistnand pull the hestnuts out of the
fire for them.

Faced with such an extremely serious and dangerous situation,
and being unable to convince the government officials of the so
called western democracies to conclude a jointfastist alliance,
Stalin considered it apppriate to work so that war against the- S
viet Union was postponed, in order to gain time to further
strengthen its defences. To this end, he signed theaggmssion
pact with Germany. This pact was to serve as a modus vivendi to
stave off the danger teuararily, because Stalin saw the Hitlerite
aggressiveness, and had made and was continuing to makeaprepar
tions against it.

Many bourgeois and revisionist politicians and historians allege
that the Hitlerite aggression found the Soviet Union unprepared and
for this lay the blame on Stalin! But the facts refute this slander.
Everyone knows that Hitlerite Germany, as an aggressive state, vi
lating the noraggression pact in a piratical and perfidious manner,
took advantage of strategic surprise and the nuwalesuperiority of
the huge force of about 200 divisions of its own and its allies, and
threw them into diblitzkriegd by means of which, according totHi
lerés plans, the Soviet Union was to be overrun and conquered
within not more than two months!

But eveyone knows what happened in reality. Tiditzkriego,
which had succeeded everywhere in Western Europe, failed in the
East. Being very strong behind the lines, with the support of all the
Soviet peoples, in its withdrawal the Red Army exhausted rthe e
emy forces until it pinned them down, then it courdtiacked and
smashed them with successive blows, until finally it forced Hitlerite
Germany to surrender unconditionally. History has already recorded
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the decisive role of the Soviet Union in the defealtitierite Ge-
many and the annihilation of fascism in general in World War II.

How could Hitles plan offiblitzkriego against the Soviet )
ion have been defeated and how could that country have played
such a major role in saving mankind from fascist boadaih-out
all-sided prior preparation for defence, without the steel strength
and vitality of the socialist system which withstood its greatest and
most difficult test in World War 11? How can these victories be
separated from the exceptionally great mkeyed by Stalin, both in
preparing the country to withstand the imperialist aggression, And
in the rout of Hitlerite Germany and in the historic victory over fa
cism? Ary diabolic attempt by the Khrushevite revisionist to
separate Stalin from the padnd Soviet people in connection with
the decisive role of the socialist state in this victory is smashed to
smithereens in the face&the historic reality which no force can
refute or dimmish, let alone wipe out.

The war of the Soviet peoples, withaf at the head, led to the
liberation of a series of countries and peoples fitemi bondage,
brought about the establishment of pe&pldemocracy in several
countries of Eastern Europe and gave a powerful impulse tathe n
tional liberation, antimperialist and antcolonialist struggles, so
that the colonial system disintegrated and collapsed, and this created
a new ratio of forces in the world in favour of socialism and the
revolution.

Khrushchev was so shameless as to accuse Stalin of being a
person,fishut away from the reality, who allegedly did not know
the situation in the Soviet Union and the world, who allegedly did
not know where the forces of the Red Army were deployed and
commanded them using a school globe as his map!

Even such heads of wdrlcapitalism as Churchill, Roosevelt,
Truman, Eden, Montgomery, Hopkins and others were obliged to
recognize the incontestable merits of Stalin, although at the same
time, they made no secret of their hostility towards the Marxist
Leninist policy and idealgy and Stalin personally. | have read their
memoirs and seéithat these heads of capitalism speak with respect
about Stalin as a statesman and military strategist, describe him as a
great marfiendowed with a remarkable sense of straie@yith an
unrivdled sharpness of mind In the rapid comprehension df-pro
lemsoChurchill said about Stalim)...I respect this great and lbri
liant man..., very few people in the world could have understood the
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problems over which we had been at a loss for months onikead, |
this, in so few minutefke had grasped everything in a se@ond

The Khrushchevites wanted toeate the illusion that not Stalin,
but they, had allegedly led the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet
Union againsiNazism But the whole world knows that dag that
time they were sheltering under the shadow of Stalin to whom they
sang hypocritical hymns of praise, sayifidle owe all our victories
and successes to the great Staletc., etc. at a time when they
were preparing to blow up these victorid$he genuine hymns,
which came from the heart, were sung by the glorious Souiet so
diers who went into the historic battles with the name of Stalin on
their lips.

Although far from the Soviet Union, the Albanian communists
and people felt the great rolé $talin very strongly and intimately,
at the gravest moments our country experienced during the ltalian
and German fascist occupation, when the fate of our Homeland,
whether it would remain in bondage or emerge into freedom and
light, was decided. Durinthe most difficult days of the war, Stalin
was always beside us. He boosted our hopes, illuminated pur pe
spective, steeled our hearts and will, &mcteasedur confidence
in victory. Many a time, the last words of the Albanian communists,
patriots, angartisans who gave their lives on the battlefield of fa
ing the enemis gallows, machingun or automatic rifle, were:
fiLong live the Communist Party!fiLong Live Stdin!d More than
once it has occurred that in piercing the hearts of the sons and
daughtes of our people, the eneisybullets, at the same time,
pierced the works of Stalin which they guarded In their bosoms as a
much cherished treasure.

Despite the open and disguised efforts of the internal and exte
nal enemies of the Soviet Union to sabotageialism after World
War Il, the correctness of Stalinpolicy set the tone in major inte
national problems. The walevastated land of the Soviets, which
lost 20 million people on the battlefields, was reconstructed with
astounding rapidity. This greatork was carried out by the Soviet
people, the working class and the collective farm peasantry, led by
the Bolshevik Party and the great Stalin.

In the years of World War Il revisionism emerged with tee b
trayal of Browder, exgeneral secretary of the @Pthe USA, who,
together with his revisionist associates, dissolved the party and
placed themselves in the service of American imperialism. Browder
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was for the liquidation of any demarcation fine between the-bou
geoisie and the proletariat, between cdigita and socialism, for
their merging in a single world, was against the revolution and civil
war and for the peaceful @xistence of classes in society. We can
say that With thisfiwhite lined, with his capitulationist policy,
Browder preceded Tito, whiyecause of hiantrMarxist and anti
Leninist vews and stands, entered into ideological and political
conflict with the Soviet Union at the time of the war, although this
conflict broke out openly after the war. After many patient efforts to
bring the rergade Tito into line, when they were convinced he was
incorrigible, Stalin, the Bolshevik Party and all the other genuine
communist parties of the world unanimously condemned Him. It
became obvious that the work of Tito was in the service of world
imperiaism, therefore he relied on and was supported by American
imperialism and the other capitalist states. Joining the chorus of the
bourgeois propaganda and in order to earn the credits he received
from the imperialists, Tito, among other things, slanderatSkalin
allegedly prepared the attack against Yugoslavia. Time proved that
Tito was lying.

In the different talks which | have had the great honour to hold
with Stalin, he has told me that there never was and never could be
any thought of the Soviet Um attacking Yugoslavia. We are
communists, said Stalin, and will never attack any foreign country,
hence, Yugoslavia either, but we shall expose Tito and the Titoites
because that is, our duty as Marxistéhether they keep Titin
power or overthrow hinin Yugoslavia, this is an internal question
which it is up to the peoples of Yugoslavia to settle, it is not up to us
to interfere in this affair, he said.

The Nikita Khrushchev gang was encouraged and supported in
its slanders against Stalin by the rgage Josip Broz Tito, who had
come out openly long before, and later by Mao Tsetung amd co
pany and other revisionists of various shades. The reality, all of
them were minions of capitalism, set on destroying socialism in the
Soviet Union from within, preanting socialism from being built in
Yugoslavia, and hindering the construction of socialism in China
and the whole world. That is why they opposed Stalin, in whom
they saw the strong man, to whom they were unable to put anything
across while he was alive.

These traitors were the successors to the social demociiat, rev
sionist, opportunist renegades of the Second International, the co
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tinuers of their inglorious work in other circumstances and ieond
tions. They claimed that they were applying organizatiomah$ of
struggle fiappropriate to the situation and working out allegedly
new ideas tdicorrecd and complementMarxism-Leninism in a&-

cord with the spirit of the timeetc. Irrespective of any formalfdi
ferences they manifested in their opinions andualis, all this
scum had the one aim: to combat Marxkeminism, to negate the
absolute necessity of the proletarian revolution, to destroylsocia
ism, to quell the class struggle. and prevent the overthrow of the old
capitalist society to its very foundatis. Stalin was a genuine inte
nationalist. He took good account of the special feature thatathe S
viet state was created by the union of many republics which were
composed of many peoples, many nationalities, therefore the pe
fected the state organizatiaf these republics while respecting
their equal rights. With the correct Marxlstninist policy he pu

sued on the national question, Stalin succeeded in moulding and
tempering the militant unity of the different peoples of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Raublics. While at the head of the party and Soviet
state, he made his contribution to transforming the prison of the
peoples the old czarist Russia, into a free, independent and-sove
eign country, where the peoples and the republics lived in harmony,
friendship, and unity with equal rights. Stalin knew the nations and
their historical formation, he knew the different characteristics of
the culture and psychology of each people and handled them in the
MarxistLeninist way.

The internationalism of Josepha$n is clearly apparent also in
the relations that were established among the countries of feople
democracy which he considered free, independent, sovereign states,
close allies of the Soviet Union. He never envisaged these states as
dominated by the Stet Union, either politically or economically.
This was a correct Marxidteninist policy which Stalin followed.

In my memoirs | have written of the request | made to Joseph
Stalin in 1947 in regard to the creation of some joint Albanian
Soviet companiesywhich were to utilize our underground wealth.
He told me that they did not set up joint companies with therfrate
nal countries of peopfe democracy, and explained to me that even
some step which had been taken at first in this direction with some
country of peoplés democracy, they had considered mistaken and
given up. It is our duty, continued Stalin, to provide the countries of
peoplés democracy with the technology we possess ancdhe
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nomic aid we are able to give, and we shall always be readpto su
port them. This is what Stalin thought and that is how he acted.

The Khrushchevites, on the contrary, did not follow such a
course. They embarked on the road of cunning capitalist calabor
tion, creating a military, political and econonfianityod with the
former countries of peopde democracyin their own interests and
to the detriment of others.

They transformed the Warsaw Treaty into an instrument to keep
their new colonies in bondage, in forms and ways allegedlylsocia
ist. They transformed Comecon iffnoan organization of mutual
economic aid, which it was in the time of Stalin, into a means of
control and exploitation of its member countries.

Thus the policy of Joseph Stalin on all the major politicalide
logical and economic problems was one thingijlevthe policy of
the Khrushchevite and other modern revisionists is quite another
thing. Staliris policy was principled and internationalist, while that
of the Soviet revisionists is a capitalist policy, enslaving for the
other peoples who have fallenare falling into their trap.

The imperialists, Tito, the fushchevites and all other enemies
accused Stalin, alleging that after World War Il he divided up the
spheres of influence in agreement with the formerfastist allies
T the United States oAmerica and Great Britain. Time hasnco
signed this accusation to the rubbish bin, just as it did with all the
rest.. After World War |l, Stalin defended with exemplary justice
the peoples, their national liberation struggle and their national and
social rghts against the greed of his former allies in the antifascist
war.

The enemies of communism, ranging from internationar-bou
geois reaction down to the Khrushchevites and all the other rev
sionists, have striven with every means to blacken and distdineall
virtues, pure thoughts and just actions of this great Maleisinist,
and to discredit the first socialist state set up by Lenin and Stalin.

With great cunning the Khrushchevites, these new disciples of
Trotsky, Bukharin, Zinoviev and Tukhachevskggited conceit and
the feeling of superiority in those who had taken part in the ,war.
They encourged privileges f or the élitgpened the way tous
reaucracy andiberalism in the party and the state, violated the true
revolutionary norms, and gradiyainanaged to implant the defeatist
spirit among the people. They presented all the evils of their activity
as if they-were brought about by thistern and sectarian stand, the

18



method and style of wodkof Stalin. This diabolical deed of those
who cast tk stone and hid the hand, served to deceive the working
class, the collective farm peasantry and the intellectuals and to set in
motion all the dissident elements who had remained concealed until
that time. Dissident, careseeking and degenerate elementse

told that the time ofigenuine freedomhad come for them, and this
fifreedomd was brought about by Nikita Khrushchev and his group.
This is how the ground was prepared for the destruction oflsocia
ism in the Soviet Union, for the overthrow of thetdtorship of the
proletariat and the establishment of a state offihire people
which in fact would be nothing but a dictatorial state of the fascist
type, as it is now.

All this villainy emerged soon after the death, or to be more
precise, after thenurder of Stalin. | say after the murder of Stalin,
because Mikoyan himself told me and Mehmet Shehu that they,
together with Khrushchev and their associates, had decided to carry
out afipokushenig, i.e., to make an attempt on Statirlife, but
later, asMikoyan told us, they gave up this plan. It is a known fact
that the Khrushchevites could hardly wait for Stalin to die. The ci
cumstances of his death are not clear.

An unsolved enigma in this :direction is the question of the
fiwhite smocks, the trial @nducted against the Kremlin doctors,
who, as long as Stalin was alive were accused of having attempted
to kill many leaders of the Soviet Union., After St&8lideath these
doctors were rehabilitated and no more was said about this que
tion! But why was liis question hushed up?! Was the criminahacti
ity of these doctors proved at the time of the trial, or not? The-que
tion of the doctors was hushed up, because had it been investigated
later, had it been gone into thoroughly, it would have brought to
light a great deal of dirty linen, many crimes and plots that the co
cealed revisionists, with Khrushchev and Mikoyan at the head, had
been perpetrating. This could be the explanation also for the sudden
deaths within a very short time, of Gottwald, Bierut, tEgsDim-
trov and some others, all from curable ilinesses, about which | have
written in my unpublished memoir&The Khrushchevites and bls
This could prove to be the true reason for the sudden death-of St
lin, too.

In order to attain their vile aims ana carry out their plans for
the struggle against Marxistreninism and socialism, Khrushchev
and his group liquidated many of the main leaders of the Comintern,
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one after the other, by silent and mysterious methods. Apart from
others, they also attackedhda discredited Rakosi, dismissed him
from his post and interned him deep in the interior of the steppes of
Russia, in this way.

In the fisecred report delivered at their 20th Congress, Nikita
Khrushchev and his associates threw mud at Joseph Vissarionovic
Stalin and tried to defile him in the filthiest manner, resorting to the
most cynical Trotskyite methods. After compromising some of the
cadres of the leadership of the Communist Party of the Sowiet U
ion, the Khrushchevites exploited them thoroughly #eh kicked
them out and liquidated them as anti party elements. The
Khrushchevites headed by Khrushchev, who condemned the cult of
Stalin in order to cover up their subsequent crimes againstothe S
viet Union and socialism raised the cult of Khrushchewtsgh.

Those top functionaries of the party and Soviet state attributed
to Stalin the brutality, cunning perfidy and baseness of character,
the imprisonments and murders which they themselves practised
and which were second nature to them. As long dsStas alive
it was precisely they who sang hymns of praise to him in order to
cover up their careerism and their underhand aims and actions. In
1949 Khrushchev described Stalin as fikeader and teacher of e
iuso, and said tat fithe name of Comrade $tais the banner of all
the victories of the Soviet people, the banner of the struggle of the
working people the world oveérMikoyan described the Works of
Stalin as dinew, higher historical stage of LeninignKosygin said,
fiwe owe all our victories @hsuccesses, to the great Stlietc.,
etc. While after his death they behaved quite differently. It was the
Khrushchevites who strangled the voice of the party, strangled the
voice of the working class and filled the concentration camps with
patriots; t was they who released the dregs of treachery from
prison, the Trotskyites and all the enemies, whom time and the facts
had proved and have provegaén now with their struggle atiss-
dents to be opponents of socialism and agents in the service of fo
eign capitalist enemies.

It is the Khrushchevites who, in conspiratorial and mysterious
ways, fitriedd and condemned not only the Soviet revolutionaries
but also many persons from other countries. In my notes | have
written of a meeting with the Soviet leasleat which Khrushchev,
Mikoyan, Molotov and some others were present. As Mikoyan was
to go to Austria, Molotov turned to him and said half jokingige
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careful not to make ames®in Austria, as you did in Hungagyl
immediately asked Molotoviiwhy, wes it Mikoyan who made the
dnesH in Hungary® He replied:AYesp and went on to sayiif
Mikoyan goes back there again, they \iding himd Mikoyan, this
covert antiMarxist cosmopolitan answeredf they hang me, they
will hang Kadar, toamBut even ifthose two were hanged, intrigues
and villainy still remain immoral.

Khrushchev, Mikoyan and Suslov first defended the conspirator
Imre Nagy, and then condemned and executed him secreth som
where in Rumania! Who gave them the right to act in that way with
a foreign citizen? Although he was a conspirator, he should have
been subject only to trial in his own country and not to any foreign
law, court or punishment. Stalin never did such things.

No, Stalin never acted in that way. He conducted public trials
aganst the traitors to the party and Soviet state. The party and the
Soviet peoples were told openly of the crimes they had committed.
You never find in Staligs actions such Mafiike methods as you
find in the actions of the Soviet revisionist chiefs. Bwviet rew
sionists have used and are still using such methods againsh-one a
other in their struggle for power, just as in every capitalist country.
Khrushchev seized power through a putsch, and Brezhnev toppled
him from the throne with a putsch.

Brezhnevand company got rid of Khrushchev to protect e r
visionist policy and ideology from the discredit and exposuretresul
ing from his crazy behaviour and actions and embarrassifig bu
foonery. He did not in any way reject Khrushchevism, the reports
and decigins of the 20th and 22nd Congresses in which
Khrushchevismis embodied. Brezhnev showed himself to be so
ungrateful to Khrushchev, whom he had previously lauded so high,
that he could not even find a hole in the wall of the Kremlin to put
his ashes when Hadied! Meanwhile, neither the Soviet peoples, nor
world opinion have ever been informed of the real reasons for
Khrushche@® downfall. Even to this day, th@main reasod pro-
vided by the revisionist documentsfisis advanced age and det
riorating state ohealtho!!

Stalin was not at all what the enemiescommunismaccused
and accuse him of being. On the contrary, he justsand a man of
principle. H2 knew how to help and combat those who made mi
takes, knew now to support, encourage and point out theiasp
merits of those who served Marxidmeninism loyally, as the oee
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sion required. The question of Rokossovsky and that of Zhukov are
now well known. When Rokossovsky and Zhukov made mistakes
they were criticized and discharged from their posts. But werg

not cast off as incorrigible. On the contrary, they were, warsdy a
sisted and the moment it was considered that these cadresrhad co
rected themselves, Stalin elevated them to responsible positions
promoted them marshals and at the time of the GrataibEc War
charged them with extremely important duties on the main fronts of
the war against the Hitlerite invaders. Only a leader who had a clear
concept of and applied Marxikeninist justice in evaluating the
work of people, with their good pointsé errors., could have acted

as Stalin did.

Following Staliris death, Marshal Zhukov became a tool of
Nikita Khrushchev and his group; he supported the treacheosus a
tivity of Khrushchev against the Soviet Union, the Bolshevik Party
and Stalin. Eventually\ikita Khrushchev tossed Zhukov away like
a squeezed lemon. He did the same with Rokossovsky and many
other main cadres.

Many Soviet communists were deceived by the demagogy of
the Khrushchevite revisionist group and thought that after 8talin
death theSoviet Union would become a real paradise, as thie rev
sionist traitors started to trumpet. They declared with great pomp
that in 1980 communism would be established in the Soviet Union!!
But what happened? The opposite, and it could not be otherwise.
Therevisionists seized power not to make the Soviet Union prosper,
but to turn it back into a capitalist country, as they did, to make it
economically subject to world capital, to form, secret and open
agreements with American imperialism, to subjugate tloplps of
the countries of peopde democracy under the guise of military and
economic treaties, to keep these states in bondage, to create markets
and spheres of influence in the world. Such were the Khreshch
vites who exploited the successful constructibrsocialism in the
Soviet Union, and turned these successes on to such a retrograde
course that they created a new class of the siarialist bow-
geoisie to make the Soviet Union an imperialist world power which,
together with the United States ofn&rica, would rule the world.
Stalin had forewarned the party of this danger. Khrushchev himself
admitted to us that Stalin had said to them that they would sell out
the Soviet Union to imperialism. And this is what happened in fact.
What he said has prodérue.

22



In the existing situation the peoples of the world, the wordd pr
letariat, logical people with pure hearts, can judge for themselves
the correctness of Stafstands. But people can judge the carrec
ness of his MarxisLeninist line only in a brad political, ideolog
cal, economic and military panorama.

Up till yesterday, the bourgeoisie and the revisionists, falsifying
history through their propaganda, have blackened &taictivity in
peoplés minds, but now that people are clear about what t
Khrushchevites, Titoites, Maoists, the Eurocommunists, and others
are, and what the Hitlerites were, what the American imperialists
and world capitalism are, they know why Stalin fought, why the
Bolsheviks fought, why the proletarians and true Maiixestinists,
are fighting, and what their enemies, the currents and trends in the
service of capitalism and the revisionists fight for. Those who think
that communism ha#sfailedo always have been and will surely be
disappointed. Time is proving every dayttloar doctrine is alive
and omnipotent.

Any person who assesses St@iwork as a whole can unde
stand that the genius and communist spirit of this outstanding pe
sonality are rare in the modern world.

The great cause of Marx, Engels, Lenin and St#iie,cause of
socialism and communism, is the future of the world.

We Albanian communists have successfully applied thénteac
ings of Stalin, in the first place, in order to have a strong-tkeel
Party, always loyal to Marxistheninism, stern against theass
enemies, and have taken great care to preserve the unity of thought
and action in the Party and to strengthen the unity of the Party with
the people. We have followed StdaBrteachings on the construction
of socialist industry and the collectivizati of agriculture, and have
scored major successes. Our Party and people will fight for the co
stant strengthening of the close alliance of the working class with
the peasantry under the leadership of the working class. We will
never be deceived by the ttiery and tricks of enemies, whether
Internal or external, but will continue the class struggle, both-inte
nally and externally, and will always be vigilant towards their evil
activity. Otherwise, if we had not proved vigilant, if we had nmt a
plied the tachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin faithfully,
Albania would have sunk into the mire of modern revisionism,
would no longer be independent and socialist, and we would no
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longer have the dictatorship of the proletariat, but slavery tarihe i
perialistrevisionist powers.

Our Party and people will continue the road of Karl Mane-Fr
derick Engels, Vladimir Ulyanclenin and Joseph Stalin. The-f
ture generations of socialist Albania will loyally follow the line of
their beloved Party.

The Albanians, comonists and noparty patriots, bow ine-
spect to the memory of the glorious teacher, Joseph Stalin. On the
occasion of the centenary of his birth, we remember with devotion
the man who helped us, who enabled us to multiply the forces of
our people whom th@arty made the apowerful masters of their
own destiny. For the deed of the liberation and the construction of
socialism in our country also we are indebted to the internationalist
aid of Stalin. His rich and very valuable experience has guided us
on ou road and in our activity.

In this jubilee year, our Party is engaged in continuous-wide
ranging activity to make the glorious life and work of the great
Marxist-Leninist Joseph Stia even better known. All thactivity
of our Party, from its foundingtthe present day, testifies to its love
and respect for and loyalty to the immortal doctrine of our great
classics, and hence to the ideas of Joseph Stalin. And so it will be in
our country, generation after generation.

I, as a militant of the Party, as\@ of its leaders, whom the
Party has honoured by sending me several times to meet Comrade
Stalin, to talk with him about our problems, our situation and to
seek his advice and help, have tried to record my recollections of
these meetings at the proper d¢injust as | have felt and seen the
behaviour of Stalin towards the representative of a small party and
people like ours. In making these simple memoirs available tor pu
lication, | proceeded from the desire to help our communists-wor
ing people and youttbecome acquainted with the figure of that
great and immortal man.

In this glorious anniversary, | bow in devotion and loyalty to
the Party and the people that gave birth to me, raised merand te
pered me, and to Joseph Stalin who has given me such \eahdabl
vice for the happiness of my people and left indelible memories in
my heart and mind.

For us MarxistLeninists and the innumerable sympathizers
with the lofty ideals of the working class throughout the world, this
centenary must serve to strengthenfitjieting unity of our ranks.
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Now, the commemoration of this great jubilee of Stalifs
birth is the time for profound reflection by honest people eg-
rywhere in the world to find the correct road, to dispel from
their minds the fog created by the capitalistbourgeoisie, the
revisionist bourgeoisie, with the aim of paralysing the reval-
tionary drive and the revolutionary thought of the masses.
Revolutionary thought. and action will lead the men of good
will, the just men, he men of the people, on to the roadf their
escape from the yoke of capital.

In commemorating Stalin and his work on the centenary of
his birth, we Marxist-Leninists cannot fail to address ourselves
directly to the peoples of the Soviet Union to tell them in the
most frank and sincere manrer:

You, who fought and triumphed over the most dangerous
enemies of humanity with the name of Stalin on your lips, what
are you going to do, are you going to remain silent on the a&c
sion of this great jubilee?

Since they cannot conceal the name and Hidnt work of
Stalin, the Khrushchevite revisionists, who left nothing unsaid
against him, may write some few feeble words about him. But it
is up to you, who carried out the Great October Revolution, to
remember your brilliant leader with profound respect. You
must destroy the dictatorial fascist regime which is hidden &
hind deceptive slogans. You must know that those who are kka
ing you are fascists, chauvinists and imperialists. They are pf
paring you as cannon fodder for a fierce imperialist war, to Ki
the peoples and burn and devastate countries which had great
hopes in the Homeland of Lenin and Stalin. This is not what the
peoples of the world want you to be. If you go on like this, they
can no longer respect you, but will hate you.

The peoples othe world hate your present coarrevolution-
ary leaders because the atomic weapons they are producing, the
parades in Red Square and the military manoeuvres they are org
nizing, have become threatening to the peoples and their freedom,
just like those ofAmerican imperialism and world capitalism. The
weapons and the army in the Soviet Union are no longer in the
hands of the Soviet peoples and do not serve the liberation of the
world proletariat. On the contrary, they are intended to oppress the
whet and ther peoples.
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You must understand and realize that the enemies have long
since turned you from the road of the revolution. The Khrushchevite
revisionists are seeking to arouse in you feelings of superiority and
domination over others. They claim they arsing your great
strength allegedly to combat American imperialism and worl@ cap
talism, but this is false. Your rulers are in contradiction and alliance
with American imperialism and world capitalism, not in the rinte
ests of the revolution, but becauseladir imperialist ambitions and
greed for the division of spheres @ifluence and domination over
the peoples.

The peoples of the world are worried whether you, the sons,
grandsons and gregtandsons of those glorious fighters wha-ca
ried out the GretaDctober Socialist Revolution, you, the Soviatpr
letarians, collective farmers, soldiers and intellectuals, will proceed
on this course hostile to the peoples, on to which those who rule you
have led you, or will rise and fight on the revolutionary redith
the names of Lenin and Stalin on your lips. The hope and desire of
the world is that you will take the road of the revolution and march
forward, shouting like your forbeargza Leninaboza Stalinad
[ffor Leninlo, fifor Stalinld], for genuine sociadim and againstri-
perialism, socialmperialism and revisionism.

The traitor leadership does not inform you correctly about the
sufferings of other peoples who are being killed in the streets in
demonstrations against the bleiirsty capitalists and impialists.

They do not tell you the truth about why the people in Iran, thirsting
for freedom and independence, rise to their feet and toppleg-the t
rannical Shah the tool of the American imperialists. The
Khrushchevite revisionist clique keep you in thekdabout the sy
ferings of the Arab peoples, the peoples of the American continent
and all the continents of the world, because it is imperialism and
your treacherous leaders who inflict these sufferings on them. They
tell you nothing about how they oppsabe peoples of Africa. using
your men and their vassals, you do not know about the intrigues the
new Czars of the Kremlin hatch up in the world, you are not fold
that the friends of the Khrushchevites, the friends, of your teade
ship to whom Nikita Khruschev and his followers, headed by
Brezhnev, opened the road of betrayal, are making common cause
with the capitalists to the detriment of the working class and the
interests of their peoples. You dbhknow many things about the
sufferings and persecutiosf honest people in your countryeb
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cause the present gang which oppresses you is silent about such
things.

You must know that the peoples have risen in revolution, that
they are fighting heroically, while you, who constitute a great force,
allow your taitor leaders to oppress you, delude you and put you to
sleep.

A gang of overlords has turned your country into a social
imperialist power. The road to salvation is that of the revolution
which Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin have taught us. The
Brezhnevs,Kosygins, Ustinovs and Yakubovskys, like the zSol
henitsyns and Sakharovs, are counterrevolutionaries and as such
must be overthrown and liquidated.

You are a great power, but you have to regain the trust of the
world proletariat, the trust of the peoplesthe world, that great
trust that Lenin and Stalin created through work and struygle.
must not delay reflecting deeply about your future and that of
mankind. The time has come for you to become what you were
when Lenin and Stalin were aliveglorious participants in the
proletarian revolution. Therefore, you must not remain under
the yoke of enemies of the revolution and the peoples, enemies
of the freedom and independence of states. You must nevdr a
low yourselves to become tools of an imperialism vidh is se&-
ing to enslave the peoples, using Leninism as a mask.

If you follow the road of the revolution and Marxidmninism,
if you link yourselves closely with the world proletariat, then
American imperialism and the decaying capitalism in general wil
be shaken to their very foundations, the face of the world will be
changed and socialism will triumph.

You, the Soviet peoples, Soviet workers, collective farmers and
soldiers, have great responsibilities and duties to mankind. You can
perform these digs honourably by refusing to tolerate the daamin
tion of the barbarous clique which now prevails over the once glor
ous Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Stalin and over you.

In your country the party is no longer a Mandigninist party.

You must build a neyparty of the LenirStalin type through stg:

gle. You must understand that the Soviet Union is no longer a union
of peoples for freedom, in full harmony with one another. It was
Bolshevism which succeeded in creating the fraternal unity of the
peoples oftie Soviet Union. Revisionism has done the opposite: it
has split the peoples of your country, has aroused chauvinism in
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every republic, has incited hostility amongst them, has aroused the
hatred of other peoples against the Russian people, who were the
varguard in the revolution under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin.

Will you go on allowing yourselves to be downtrodden? Will
you go on allowing the deepening of the process of bourgesis d
generation in all fields of life in your country, as the revisienése
doing? Will you accept the yoke of a new capital, under the cloak of
a false socialism?

We Albanian communists and people, like all the communists
and freedoroving peoples of the world, have, loved the troe s
cialist Soviet Union of the time ofdnin and Stalin. We resolutely
follow the road of Lenin and Stalin and have faith in the great-rev
lutionary strength of the Soviet peoples, the Soviet proletariat, and
that gradually express itself, through struggle and sacrifices, will be
built up to thelevel the time demands and will smash Soviet social
imperialism to its very foundations.

The revolution and sacrifices you will make will not weaken
your country but will revive the true socialist Soviet Union. They
will overthrow the socialmperialist dctatorship and the Soviet
Union will emerge from this stronger than ever.this glorious
work you will have the support of all the peoples of the world and
the world proletariat. The strength of the ideas of socialism and
communism is based on this réwionary overthrow and not on the
empty words and underhand actions of the clique ruling you. Only
in this way, proceeding on this course, will the genuine communists,
the MarxistLeninists everywhere in the world, be able to defeat
imperialism and worlctapitalism. They will assist the peoples of
the world to liberate themselves, one after the other, will assist great
China to set out on the genuine road to socialism and not become a
superpower so that it, too, can rule the world, by transforming itself
into a third partner in the predatory wars which American imperia
ism, Soviet socialimperialism and the clique of Hua Kiieng and
Teng Hsiaeping which is ruling in China at present, are preparing.

In this glorious jubilee, we Albanian communists, as loyla
pupils of Lenin and Stalin and soldiers of the revolution, remind
you to think over these problems, vital to you and the worldd
because we are your brothers, your comrades in the cause of the
proletarian revolution and the liberation of the peoples. Ifyou
follow the road of the predatory, imperialist war, on which your
renegade leaders are taking you, then, without doubt, we shall
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remain enemies of your system and your counterrevolutionary
actions. This is as clear as the light of the day. It cannot hgth-
erwise.

When we are convinced that we are acting correctly, wa-Alb
nian communists, linked with our people like flesh to bone, do not
heave to in the face of even the fiercest storm. And we are co
vinced that we shall weather any storm, just as thehBuoik Party
and the Soviet Power did, just as the great Captains of theurevol
tion, Lenin and Stalin, weathered them.
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FIRST MEETING

July 1947

The external situation of the PRA. Its relations with the
neighbouring states and the Angidonericans. The Corfu
Channel incident and the Hague Court. The politicat-ec
nomic and sociatlass situation in Albania. Stafis all

round interest in and high estimation of our country, people
and Party.fiFor a party to be in power and remain illegal,
doesrtit make senge AYour Communist Party can calt i

self the Party of Labowr

On July 14, 1947 | arrived in Moscow at the head of the ffrst 0
ficial delegation of the Government of the Pedpl&epublic of
Albania and the Communist Party of Albania on a friendly visit to
the Soviet Union.

The joy of my comrades and |, that we were appointed by the
Central Committee of the Party to go to Moscow where we would
meet the great Stalin, was indescribable. Since the time when we
first became acquainteditiv the MarxistLeninist theory, we had
always dreamed, night and day, of meeting Stalin. During the period
of the Antifascist National Liberation War this desire had grown
even stronger. Next to the outstanding figures of Marx, Engels and
Lenin, Comrade Stalin was extremely regpdcand dear to useb
cause his teachings led us to the founding of the Communist Party
of Albania as a party of the Leninist type, inspired us during the
National Liberation War and were helping us in the construction of
socialism.

The talks with Stalirand his advice would be a guide in the
great and arduous work which we were doing to consolidate the
victories achieved.

For all these reasons, our first visit to the Soviet Union was a
cause of indescribable joy and great satisfaction not only for the
communists and for us, the members of the delegation, but also for
the entire Albanian people, who had been eagerly awaiting this visit
and hailed it with great enthusiasm.

As we saw with our own eyes and felt in our hearts. Stalin and
the Soviet Governmentelcomed our delegation in a very cordial
and warm manner, with sincere affection. During the twelve days of

30



our stay in Moscow we met Comrade Stalin several times, and the
talks which we held with him, his sincere, comradely advice and
instructions, haveemained and will remain forever dear to us.

The day of my first meeting with Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin
will remain unforgettable. It was the 6th of July 1947, the third day
of our stay in Moscow. It was an extraordinary day from the outset:
in the moning we went to the Mausoleum of the great Lenin where
we bowed our heads in deep respect before the body of the brilliant
leader of the revolution, before that man whose name and colossal
work was deeply engrave in our minds and hearts, and hadtenligh
enal us on the glorious road of our struggle for freedom, the wevol
tion and socialism. On this occasion, in the name of the Albanian
people, our Communist Party and in my own name personally, | laid
a wreath of mangoloured flowers at the entrance to theudta
leum of the immortal Lenin. From there after visiting the graves of
the valiant fighters of the October Socialist Revolution, the ou
standing militants of the Bolshevik Party and the Soviet state, bu
ied in the walls of the Kremlin, we went to the Cahtvluseum of
Vladimir llyich Lenin. For more than two hours we went from one
hall to the other, acquainting ourselves at4irahd with documents
and exhibits which reflected in detail the life and outstanding work
of the great Lenin. Before we left, iha Visitor&Book of the, Mi-
seum, among others, | also wrote these wditlse cause of Lenin
will live on forever in the future generations. The memory of him
will live forever in the hearts of the Albanian peadple

That same day, full of indelible impigens and emotions, we
were received by the disciple and loyal continuer of the work of
Lenin, Josep Vissarionovich Stalin, who talked with us at length.

From the beginning he created such a comradely atmosphere
that we were very quickly relieved of thatural emotion which we
felt when we entered his office, a large room, with a long table for
meetings, close to his writing desk. Only a few minutes after e
changing the initial courtesies, we felt as though we were rot tal
ing to the great Stalin, buitttng with a comrade, whom we had met
before and with whom we had talked many times. | was still young
then, and the representative of a small party and country, therefore,
in order to create the warmest and most comradely atmosphere for
me, Stalin cracke some jokes and then began to speak wittcaffe
tion and great respect about our people, about their militarit trad
tions of the past and their heroism in the National Liberation War.
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He spoke quietly, calmly and wittharacteristiavarmth which put
me at eae.

Among other things, Comrade Stalin told us that he felt deep
admiration for our people as a very ancient people of the Balkan
region and with a long and valorous history.

fil have acquainted myself, especially, with the heroisa di
played by the Albaniapeople during the Anfascist National Lb-
eration Wam he continuedfibut, of course, this knowledge of mine
cannot, be broad and deep enough. Therefore, | would like you to
tell us a little about your country, your people and the problems
which are worying you todayo

After this, | began to speak and gave Comrade Stalin a pescri
tion of the long and glorious historic road of our people, of their
ceaseless wars for freedom, and independence. | dwelt in particular
on the Period of the years of our Natib Liberation War, spoke
about the founding of our Communist Party as a party of thenLeni
ist type., about the decisive role it played and was playing as the
only leading force in the war and the efforts of the Albanian people
to win the freedom and indepdence of the Homeland, to ove
throw the old feudabourgeois powerto set up the new peoje
power and to lead the country successfully towards profound-socia
ist transformations. Availing myself of this opportunity, 1 thanked
Comrade Stalin once agaamd expressed to him the deep gratitude
of the Albanian communists and the entire Albanian people for the
ardent support which the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the
Soviet Government and he personally had given our people and
Party during the yearsf the war and were giving after the liber
tion of the Homeland.

| went on to describe to Comrade Stalin the dgaipg polit-
cal, economic and social transformations which had been carried
out and were being consolidated, step by step, in Albania iirshe
years of the people power. The internal political dneconomic
situation of Albanial told him among other things, has improved
appreciably. These improvements have their base in the comrect u
derstanding of the need to overcome the difficulties ia the great
efforts of the people and the Party to overcome these difficulties
with toil and sweat. Our people are convinced of the correctness of
their road and have unshakeable confidence in the Communist
Party, the Government of our Pedgl&kepubit, in their own co-
structive forcesand in their sincere friends. and day by day are ca
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rying out the tasks set to them, with a high level of mobilization
self-denial and enthusiasm.

Comrade Stalin expressed his joy over the successes of our
people and Ry in their work of construction and was interested to
learn something more about the situation if classes in our country.
He was especially interested in our working class and peasantry. He
asked a lot of questions about these two classes of our salo@@iy
which we exchanged many ideas that were to serve us laterain org
nizing a sound work in the ranks of the working class and the poor
and middle peasantry, and were to help us, also, in defining the
stands that should be maintained towards the wealdyents of
the city and the kulaks in the countryside.

fiThe overwhelming majority of our peopdel, told Comrade
Stalin, among othethings in reply to his questiongis comprised
of poor peasants, and next come the middle peasants. We have a
working clss small in numbers, then we have quite a large number
of craftsmen and townspeople engaged in petty commerce, and a
minority of intellectuals. All these masses of working peogle r
sponded to the call of our Communist Party, were mobilized in the
war forthe liberation of the Homeland and now are closely linked
with the Party and the peoféepowero

fiHas the working class of Albania any tradition of classgstru
gle® Comrade Stalin asked.

fiBefore the liberation of the countdy, told him. this class was
very small. It had just been created and was made up of a number of
wage earners, apprentices or artisans dispersed among snall ente
prises and workshops. In the past, the workers in some towns of our
country came out in strikes, but these were small arwbard-
nated, due both to the small number of the workers and to the lack
of organization in tradenions. Irrespective of this| told Comrade
Stalin, Afour Communist Party was founded as a party of th&wor
ing class, which would be led by the Mardigninist ideology and
would express and defend the interests of the proletariat and the
broad working masses, in the first place, of the Albanian peasantry,
which constituted the majority of our population.

Comrade Stalin asked us in detail about the sitnatibthe
middle and poor peasants in our country.

In reply to his questions, | told Comrade Stalin about the policy
which our Party had followed, and the greatraillnd work it had
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done since its founding in order to find support among the peasantry
andto win it over to its side.

J. V. Stalin and Comrade Enver Hoxha at the Central Stadium.
Moscow, July 1947.

fiWe acted in that wag,| said, fiproceeding not only from the
Marxist-Leninist principle that the peasantry is the closest and most
natural allyof the proletariat in the revolution, but also from the fact
that the peasantry in Albania constitutes the overwhelming majority
of the population and through the centuries has been characterized
by great patriotic and revolutionary traditiom&€ontinuirg our talk,
| tried to describe the economic situation of the peasants after the
liberation of the country, as well as their cultural and technical
level. Besides affirming the lofty virtues of our peasantry as-patr
otic, hardworking, closely linked withithe soil and the Homeland,
and thirsting for freedom, development, and progress, | also spoke
of the pronounced hangovers of the past and the economic land cu
tural backwardness of our peasantry, as well as of its demply i
plantedpetty bourgeoisnentality. iOur Partyo | stressedfihas had
to fight with all its strength against this situation and we have
achieved some successes, but we are aware that we must fight
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harder and more persistently in order to make the peasantry co
scious, so that it will embra@nd implement the line of the Party at
every stem

Comrade Stalin repliedin general, the peasants are afraid of
communism at first because they imagine that the communists will
take the land and everything they haVbe enemiedhe continued,
fitalk agreat deal to the peasants in this direction with, the aim of
detaching them from the alliance with the working class and turning
them away from the policy of the party and the road of socialism.
Therefore the careful and faighted work of the Communitarty
is very important, as you also said, to ensure that the peasantry links
itself indissolubly with the party and the working class.

On this occasion, | also gave Comrade Stalin a general outline
of the sociaklass structure of our Party and expldirthat this
structure faithfully reflected the very social structure of our people.
fiThis is the reasoa,l said, fiwvhy communists of peasant social
status at present comprise the largest number of the members of our
Party. The policy of our Party in thigrelction is that, step by step,
parallel with the growth of the working class, the number of worker
communists should increase respectiely.

While assessing the policy which our Party had followad t
wards the masses in general and the peasantry in pertisuco-
rect, Comrade Stalin gave us some valuable, comradely advice
about our work in the future. Apart from other things, he expressed
the opinion that since the biggest percentage of its members were
peasants, our Communist Party should call it§Elfe Party of ia-
bour of Albani&. iHoweverd he stressedithis is only an idea of
mine, because it is you, your Party, that must detide.

After thanking Comrade Stalin for this valuable idea, | said:

fiwe shall put forward your proposal at the 1st Congrésiseo
Party for which we are preparing, and | am confident that both the
rank-andfile of the Party and its leadership will find it appropriate
and endorsedt Then | went on to expound to Comrade Stalin our
idea about making our Party completely legahatcongress which
we were preparing.

filn reality® | said among other thing&pur Communist Party
has been and is the only force which plays the leading role in the
entire life of the country but formally it still retains its seiltgégal
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status. It sems to us incorrect that this situation should continue
any longer*

fiQuite right, quite rightreplied Comrade StalirfiFor a party to
be in power and remain illegal or consider itself illegal, déesn
make sense.

At the Central Stadium, Moscow. July 1947.

! The 11h Plenum of the CC of the CPA which met from24h of
September 1948 and thstXICongress of the CPA decided on theeo

plete and immediate legalization of the CPA. Both the Plenum and the
Congress considered theeping of the Party until that time in a semi
illegal status a mistake which had come about as a result of the pressure
and influence of the Trotskyite Yugoslav leadership, which, for ulterior
motives, while considering the Front the main leading fofdbe

country, demanded that the Party should be merged with the Front,
hence underrating and negating the Communist Party itself anddts lea
ing role both in the Front and in the whole life of the country.
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Going on to other questions, in connection with our armed
forces, | explained to Comrade Stalin that the overwhelmingrmajo
ity of our army, which had emerged from the war, was made up of
poor peasants, young workers and city intellectuals. The cadre
the army, the commanding officers had emerged from the war and
had gained their experience of leadership in the course of the war.

| also spoke about the Soviet instructors we already had and
asked him to send us some mdidaving insufficient expeenced
| said, fithe political work we carry out in the ranks of the army is
weak, therefore | requested that they examined this questian in o
der to help us raise the political work in the army to a higher level.
It is true that we also have Yugoslav instiorsg | said,fiand | ca-
not say that they have no experience at all, but, in fact theiriexper
ence islimited. They, too, have emerged from a great natioial li
eration war, nevertheless, they cannot be compared with the Soviet
officersd.

After speakingabout the high morale of our army, about its-di
cipline, as well as a series of other problems, | asked Comrade St
lin to assign me a Soviet comrade with whom | would talk at greater
length about the problems of our army and its needs for the future in
more detail.

And then | raised the problem of strengthening our coastal d
fences.

filn particular, we need to strengthen the defences of Sazan |
land and the coast of Vlora and Duéssaid fibecause these are
very delicate positions. The enemy has attackedhere on two
occasions. Later we could be attacked there by the Anglo
Americans or the Italians.

fiAs for the strengthening of your coastal defercésaid Can-
rade Stalin among other things,agree with you. For our part, we
shall help you, but the asmand other means of defence must be
used by Albanians and not by Soviet forces. True, the mechanism of
some of them is a bit complicated but you must send your people
here to learn how to use thém.

In connection with my request about sending politicatrie-
tors for the army to Albania, Comrade Stalin said that they could
not send us any more, because in order to work well, they must
know the Albanian language and should also have a goodlknow
edge of the situation and life of the Albanian peofilherebred
he advised ugijit would be better for us to send people to the Soviet
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Union to learn from the Soviexperience and apply this expmrce
themselves in the ranks of the Albanian Petpfemyo

Then, Comrade Stalin inquired about the attempts efnat
reaction in Albania and our stand towards it.

fiWe have struck and continue to strike hard at internefioeg®
I told him. iWe have had successes in our struggle to exposeeand d
feat it. As for the physical liquidation of enemies, this has beea don
either in the direct clashes of our forces with the bands of armed
criminals, or according to verdicts of pedleourts in the trials of
traitors and the closest collaborators of the occupiers. Despite the
successes achieved, we still cannot say thtatrial reation is no
longer active. It is not capable of organizing any really dangerous
attack upon us, but still it is making propaganda against us.

,‘
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V. I. Lenin and J. V. Stalin at Gorky. 1922.

38



fiThe external enemy supports the internal enemy $opvtn
purposes. External reaction tries to assist, encourage, and organize
the internal enemy by means of agents, whom it has sent in by land
or by air. Faced with the endeavours of the enemy, we have raised
the revolutionary vigilance of the working mass&he people have
captured these agents and a number of trials have been held against
them. The public trials and sentences have had a great educational
effect among the people and have aroused their confidence in the
strength of our people state poweiand their respect for its justice.

At the same time, these trials have exposed and demoralized the
reactionary forces, both internal and extemnal.

In the talks that followed with Comrade Stalin we devoted an
important place to problems of the extern&laiion, especially the
relations of our state with the neighbouring countries. Firsttd ou
lined the situation on our borders, spoke of the good relations we
had with the Federal PeofdeRepublic of Yugoslavia, while | dwelt
in particular on our relationwith Greece, in order toxelain the
situation on our sdbern border. | stressed that the Greek mona
chofascists, who failed to realize their dreamiGfreater Greece
that is, of seizing Southern Albania, were still committing innume
able border provations.fiTheir aimg | told Comrade Stalirfiis to
create a conflagration on our border, and in the wake of the war, to
create a tense situation in the relations between Greece and us.
explained that we were trying, as far as we were able, to avert the
provocations of the Greek monarefascists, and not respond to
them.AOnly when they go too far from time to time and kill Our
peopled | went on,fiwe take retaliatory measures to make th@mo
archo fascists understand that Albania and its borders actsipie.

If they think of embarking on dangerous activities against the-ind
pendence of Albania, they must know that we are in a position to
defend our Homeland.

fAll the aims of the monarchiascists and their efforts to
blame Albania for the civil war wbh has broken out in Greece, in
order to discredit our peofepower at the meetings of the Security
Council and at all international meetings, are instigated aped su
ported by the imperialist powedsAfter dwelling extensively and at
length on this situ#on, | gave Comrade Stalin a general outline of
what stands we maintained at the Investigating Commission and the
subcommissions which had been created to clear up the tenae situ
tion in the relations between Albania and Greece.
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| told Comrade Stalin evgthing we knew about the situation
of the Greek democrats and also spoke of the support we gave their
just struggle. |1 did not fail to inform him openly also of our opinion
in connection with a series of views of the comrades of the Greek
Communist Partyvhich seemed to us to be wrong. Likewise, | also
expressed my own opinion on the prospects of the struggle of the
Greek democrats.

Although Comrade Stalin must undoubtedly have been i
formed by Comrades Molotov, Vyshinsky and others, | mentioned
the savagand despicable stands of the British and Americaretmp
rialists towards Albania, stressing the brutal, unscrupulous asd ho
tile stands they maintained towards us at the Paris Conference. |
emphasized also that the situation between us and the -Anglo
Americans had not altered in the least, that we considered their
stand a constant threat. Not only were the A#fgleericans ca-
tinuing their very hostile propaganda against Albania in the iatern
tional arena, but via Italy and Greece, they were committing land
ard air provocations, using as their subversive agents Albanian f
gitives, Zogites, Ballists and fascists, whom they had assembled,
organized and trained against us in the concentration camps which
they had set up in Italy and elsewhere.

Likewise, | spoke atwt the British imperialistsraising the so
called Corfu Channel incident at the Security Council of the UNO
and its investigation by the International Court at the Hafjliee
Corfu Channel incidert,| told Comrade Stalinjis a concoction of
the British from start to finish in order to provoke our country and
to find a pretext for military intervention in the town of Saranda.
We have never planted mines in the lonian Sea. The minescthat e
ploded had either been laid by the Germans in the time of war, or
were deliberately laid by the British, later, so that they could e
plode them when some ships of theirs were in our territorial waters
heading for Saranda. There was no reason for these ships td be sai
ing along ourcoast;they had not notified us aboutich a moe-
ment. After the mines went off, the British claimed that they had
suffered material damage and loss of life. They wanted to enlarge
the incident. We do not know the British suffered the damage they
claimed and do not believe that they did, howeegen if they did,
we are in no way to blame.

fiwe are defending our rights at the International Court at the
Hague, but this court is being manipulated by the A#giterican
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imperialists, who are trumping up all sorts of charges in order to
cover up thei provocation and force us pay the British an
indemnityo

| spoke with Comrade Stalin alsbout the Moscow Confe
encé, argued in support of our opinion about the Truman Doctrine
in connection with Greece and the interference of the Anglo
Americans in thenternal affairs of the Peope Republic of Alla-
nia and explained our stand towards fidarshall Plag, saying
that we would not accephidd under this ilfamed plan.

| also discussed with comrade Stalin the problem of the éxtrad
tion of war criminalswho had fled our country. In all justice, we
demanded that the governments of the countries which had given
asylum to the war criminals should hand them over to us, to render
account for their crimes before the people, though we knew that
they would not d this because they were contingents of the Anglo
Americans and fascism in general.

| also put forward to Comrade Stalin the opinion of our Party
about our relations with Italy. Italy had attacked us twice. It had
burned our homes and killed our citizehsit we were Marxists,
internationalists and wanted to have friendly relations with the Ita
ian peoplefiThe present government kély,0 | told Comrade $t
lin, fimaintains a reactionary stand towards us; its aims towards our
country are no different fromhtse of former Italian governments.
This government, under the influence of the Amrf§toericans,
wants Albania to be dependent on it in one way or another, a thing
which will never occur. To this enu, continuedfithe Angle
Americans, together with the gernment in Rome, are maintaining
and training on Italian soil contingents of fugitives whom thewpar
chute into Albania as wreckers. They are making many attempts
against our country, casting the stone and hiding the hand, but we
are aware of all their mis. We want to lave diplomatic relations

2 The Conference of the Foreign Ministers of Smviet Union, the

United States of America, Britain and France was held in Moscow from
March 10 to April 24, 1947. The Conference discussed guessens r

lated to the Peace Treaty with Germany. At this Conference the repr
sentatives of the Soviet Union, Médw and Vyshinsky, defended-A

banias right to take part in the Peace Conference with Germany. This
stand was also supported by the French representative, but was opposed
by the representatives of Britain and the United States of America.
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with Italy, but the mentality of the Italian statesniemegative in
this directiono

After listening to me attentively, Stalin saifDespite all the
difficulties and obstacles they are creating for you, the Ataes
and the British cannot attack you in this situation. Faced with your
resolute stand, they cannot land on your territory, therefore do not
worry. However, you must defend your Homeland, must take all
measures to strengthen your army and your bordexsuse the
danger of war from the imperialists exists.

fiThe Greek monarchfascists) Stalin continuedfiabetted and
supported by the American and British imperialists, will continue to
provoke you just to harass you and to disturb your peace. The men
in the government in Athens today have trouble on their d©vied
said,fibecause the civil war, which has broken out there, is directed
against them and their patrointhe British and the Americans.

fAs for Italy0 Comrade Stalin continuedithe question is as
you present it. The Angidmericans will try to create bases there,
to organize reaction and strengthen the De Gasperi Government. In
this direction you must be vigilant and watch what the Albanian
fugitives are up to there. Since thedties have not ke concluded,
said Comrade Stalirfithe situation cannot be regarded as ndrma
ized. | think that, for the time being, you cannot establish relations
with that country, therefore dérrush things

fiWe agred) | said to Comrade Stalirfithat we should nobe
hasty in our relations with Italy, and in general we shall takesmea
ures to strengthen our borders.>

fiwe have proposed to the Yugoslaviscontinued my expas
tion to Comrade Stalirfithat we establish contacts with each other
and collaborate on the fue defence of our borders from some
eventual attack from Greece and ltaly, but they have not replied to
our proposal, claiming that they can discuss the matter with us only
after studying the question. The collaboration we propose consists
in the exchangef information with the Yugoslavs on the dangers
that may threaten us from the external enemies, so that each cou
try, within its own borders and with its own armies, is in a position
to take appropriate measures to cope with any eventodlitiso
informed Comrade Stalin that we had two divisions of our army on
our southern border.

During the conversation | underlined the fact that someoYug
slav aircraft had landed in Tirana contrary to the recognized and
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accepted rules of relations among stafésom time to timeo |

said, Aiwithout informing us, the Yugoslav comrades do some co
demnable things, as in this concrete case. It is not right that the
Yugoslav aircraft should fly over Albanian territory without the
knowledge of the Albanian Government. We égointed out this
violation to the Yugoslav comrades and they have replied that they
made a mistake. Although we are friends, we capaotit them to
infringe our territorial integrity. We are independent states, and
without damaging our friendly relatis, each must protect itsvso
ereignty and rights, while at the same time, respecting the-sove
eignty and rights of the othér.

fiAre your people not happy about the relations with Ywgosl
via?0 Comrade Stalin asked me, and addiidis a very good thing
tha you have friendly Yugoslavia on your border, because Albania
is a small country and as such needs strong support from its
friendso

| replied that it was true that every country, small or big, needed
friends and allies and that we considered Yugoslaviaeadly
country.

With Comrade Stalin and Comrade Molotov we talked in detail
about the problems of the reconstruction of our country ravaged by
the war and the construction of the new Albania. | gave theet a d
scription of the state of our economy, thestfisocialist transforax
tions in the economy and the great prospects which were opening up
to us, the successes whiale had achieved and the probkend
great difficulties we were facing.

Stalin expressed his satisfaction over the victories we had
achiewed and, time after time, put various questions to me. He was
particularly interested in the state of our agriculture, the climatic
conditions in Albania, the agricultural crops traditional to ow-pe
ple, etc.

fiwhat cereals do you cultivate mostRe askedme among
other things.

fiMaize, first ofall,0| said.fiThen wheat, ryeo.

filsn& the maize worried by drouglhit?

filt is truep | said, fithat drought often causes us great damage,
but because of the very backward state of our agriculture and the
great needwe have for bread grain, our peasant has learned to get a
bit more from maize than from wheat. Meanwhile we are working
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to set up a, drainage and irrigation system, to drain the marshes and
swampsd

He listened to my answers, asked for more detail arehoft
spoke himself giving very valuable advice. | recall that during those
talks, Stalin inquired about the basis on which the Land Reform had
been carried out in Albania, about the percentage of the laad di
tributed to the poor and middle peasants, whethisrReform had
affected the religious institutions, etc., etc.

Speaking of the assistance that the state of p@sogéamocracy
gave the peasantry and the links of the working class with the pea
antry, Stalin asked us about tractors, wanted to know whether
had machine and tractor stations in Albania and how we had-orga
ized them. After listening to my answer, he began to speak about
this question and gave us a whole lot of valuable advice.

fiYyou must set up the machine and tractor statiohs, said
amongother thingsfiand strengthen them so that they work the land
well, both for the state and the cooperatives and for the individual
peasants. The tractor drivers must always be in the service of the
peasantry, must know all about agriculture, the crogssthls and
must apply all this knowledge in practice to ensure that production
increases without fail. Tk has great importanéehe continued,
flotherwise alround damage is caused. When we set up the first
machine and tractor stations, it often occdrthat we tilled the
fields of the peasants, but pretion did not increase. This fra
pened because it is not enough for a tractor driver to know only how
to drive his tractor. He must also be a good fanner, must know when
and how the land should be worked

fiTractor drivers) Stalin continuedfiare elements of the wior
ing class who work in continuous direct daily contact with thespea
antry. Therefore, they must work conscientiously in order to
strengthen the alliance between the working class and the iladpour
peasantry

The attention with which he followed my explanations about
our new economy and its course of development made a very deep
impression on us. Both during the talk about these problems, and in
all the other talks with him, one wonderful fegwf his, among
others, made an indelible impression on my mind: he never gave
orders or sought to impose his opinion. He spoke, gave advice,
made various proposals, but always add@diis is my opinio®,
fithis is what we think. You, comrades, must judgel decide for
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yourselves, according to the concrete situation on the basis of your
conditionso. His interest extended to every problem.

While | was speaking about the state of our transport and the
great difficulties we had to cope with, Stalin asked:

fiDo you build small ships in Albania?

fiNo,0 | said.

fiDo you have pinérees®

fiYes, we da) | answeredfiwhole forests of thera.

fiThen you have a good basidie said, for building simple
means of sea transport in the futare.

In the course of our talk hasked me about the situation of
railway transport in Albania, what currency we had, what mines we
had and whether the Albanian mines had been exploited by khe Ita
ians, etc.

| answered the questions Comrade Stalin asked. Concluding the
talk, he said:

fiAt present, the Albanian economy is in a backward state. You
comrades are starting everything from scratch. Therefore, besides
your own struggle and efforts, we, too, will help you, to the best of
our ability, to restore your economy and strengthen your aviey.
have studied your requests for aiGomrade Stalin told mdiand
we have agreed to fulfil all of them. We shall help you to equip your
industry and agriculture with the necessary machinery, to strengthen
your army and to develop education and culture.

The factories and other machinery we shall supply on credits
and you will pay for them when you can, while the armaments will
be given to you gratis, ydlinever have to pay for them. We know
that you need even more, but for the time being this is atlamedo
as we ourselves are still poor, because the war caused usejreat d
struction.

fiAt the same tim@é,Comrade Stalin continuedye shall help
you with specialists in order to speed up the process of thé deve
opment of the Albanian economy and cultude. for oil, | think
wedl send you Azerbaijani specialists, because they are masters of
their profession.For its part, Albania should send the sons and
daughters of workers and peasants to the Soviet Union, to learn and
develop, so that they can help #abzancement of their Homeland.

During the days we stayed in Moscow, after each meeting and
talk with Comrade Stalin, we had an even clearer and more intimate
view of the real man the modest, kindly, wise man, in thistou
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standing revolutionary, in thisrgat Marxist. He loved the Soviet
people wholeheartedly. To them, he had dedicated all his strength
and energies, his heart and mind worked for them. And in every talk
with him, in every activity he carried out, from the most important
down to the most dinary, these qualities distinguished him.

A few days after our arrival in Moscow, together with Comrade
Stalin and other leaders of the Party and Soviet state | attended an
all-Soviet physicatulture display at the Central Stadium of $40
cow. With what ken interest Stalin watched this activity! For over
two hours he followed the activities of the participants with rapt
attention, and although it began to rain near the end of the display
and Molotov entreated him several times to leave the stadium, he
coninued to watch thectivities attentively to the end, to make
jokes, to wave his hand. | remember that a mass race had been o
ganized as the final exercise. The runners made several circuits of
the stadium. At the finish, a very tall, thin runner who regbed
behindappeared before the tribune. He could hardly drag one leg
after the other and his arms were flapping aimlessly, nevertheless he
was trying to run. He was drenched by the rain. Stalin was watching
this runner from a distance with a smile whtpressed both pity
and fatherly affection.

fiMily moy,gmy dear(Russ.)]he said as if talking to himself,
figo home, go home, have a little rest, have something to eat and
come back again! There will be other races to @n...

Stalinds great respect and ation for our people, his eagerness
to learn as much as possible about the history and customs of the
Albanian people remain indelible in our memory. At one of the
meetings we had those days, during a dinner which Stalin got on
our delegation in the temin, we had a very interesting convars
tion with him about the origin and language of the Albanian people.

fiwhat is the origin and language of your people® asked me,
among other things$iAre your people akin to the Basqueghd he
continuedjil do not believe that the Albanian people came from the
interior of Asia, nor are they of Turkish origin, because the Alban
ans are of a more ancient stock than the Turks. Perhaps, your people
have common roots with those Etruscans who remained in your
mountairs, because the rest went to Italy, some were assimilated by
the Romans and some crossed over to the Iberian Peninsula.

| replied to Comrade Stalin that the origin of our people was
very ancient, that their language was kgloropean.fiThere are
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many thedes on this questioa,l continued,fbut the truth is that
our origin is lllyrian. We are a people of lllyrian descent. There is
also a theory which defends the thesis that the Albanian people are
the most ancient people of the Balkans and that the Patasgere
the ancient prélomeric forefathers of the Albanians.

| went on to explain that the Pelasgian theory was upheld for a
time by many scholars, especially German schofdrsere is also
an Albanian scholarl told him, fiwho is known as an expert on
Homer, who has reached the same conclusion, basing himself on
some words used in the lliad and the Odyssey, and which are in use
today among the Albanian people, as for example, the dnnd
(stone) which mean&amenin Russian. Homer uses this was
a prefix to the Greek word, sayidguri-petrad Thus, on the basis of
a few such words, bearing in mind the Oracle of Dodona, and some
documents or etymologies ofvords, which have undergone
changes, according to many philological interpretations stien-
tists conclude that our ancient forefathers were the Pelasgians, who
lived on the Balkan Peninsula before the Greeks.

fiHowever, | have not heard that the Albansiare of the same
origin as the Basqués| said to Comrade StalimfiSuch a theory
may wel exist, like the theory you mentioned, that some of the
Etruscansemained in Albania, while the rest branched off to settle
in Italy, with some of them crossing over to the Iberian Peninsula,
to Spain. It is possible that this theory, too, may havsuipporters,
but | have no knowledge ofdt.

filn the Caucasus we have a place called Albai8talin told
me on one occasiofiCould it have any connection with Albanda?

fil dond know0 1 said, but it is a fact that during the centuries,
many Albanians, drced by the savage Ottoman occupation, the
wars and ferocious persecution of the Ottoman Sultans arid Pad
shahs, were obliged to leave the land of their birth and settle-in fo
eign lands where they have formed whole villages. This is what
happened with thesands of Albanians who settled in Southern Italy
back in the 15th century, after the death of our National Hero,
Scanderbeg, and now there are whole areas inhabited byrthe A
bereshi of Italy, who still retain their language and the old customs
of the Homéand of their forefathers although they have been living
in a foreign land for % centuries. Likewisé,l told Comrade %t-
lin, imany Albanians settled in Greece, where entire regions are
inhabited by the Arbereshi of Greece, others settled in Turkey, R
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mania, Bulgaria, America and elsewhere... However, as to the place
in your country calledAlbaniado | said,fil know nothing concretse.

Then Stalin asked nabout a number of words of our language.
He wanted to know the names of some work tools, houselksid u
sils, etc. | told him the Albanian words, and after listening to them
carefully he repeated them, made comparisons between tle Alb
nian name for the tool and its equivalent in the language of the A
banians of the Caucasus. Now andntie turned to Molimv and
Mikoyan and sought their opinion. It turned out that the roots of the
words compared had no similarity.

At this moment, Stalin pressed a button, and after a few seconds
the general who was Stalinaidede-camp, a tall, very attentive
man, who behad towards us with great kindness and sympathy,
came in.

fiComrade Enver Hoxha and | are trying to solve a problem, but
we cannof) said Stalin, smiling at the generélRlease get in touch
with professor (and he mentioned an outstanding Soviet lingust an
historian whose name has escaped my memory) and ask him on my
behalf whether there is any connection between the Albmoiathe
Caucasus and those of Albania.

When the general left, Stalin picked up an orange, and said:

filn Russian this isalled@pyelsind What is it in Albanian@

fiPortokallp | replied.

Again he made the comparison, pronouncing the words of the
two languages and shrugged his shoulders. Hardly ten minutes had
passed when the general came in again.

fil have the profess@ answer,. hannouncediHe says there is
no evidence at all of any connection between the Albanians of the
Caucasus and those of Albania. However, he added that in the
Ukraine, in the region of Odessa, there were several villages (about
7) inhabited by Albanians. Therofessor has precise information
about thi

For my part, | instructed our ambassador in Moscow, there and
then, to see to it that some of our students, who were studyng hi
tory in the Soviet Union should do, their practice in these villages
and studyhow and when these Albanians had settled in Odessa,
whether they still preserved the language and customs of their for
fathers, etc.

Stalin listened very attentively, as always, and said to me:
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fiVery good, that will be very good. Let your students do their
practice there, and moreover, together with some of@urs.

Continuing this free conversation with Comrade Stalin, | said:
filn the past the Albanological sciences were not properly developed
and those engaged in them were mostly foreign scholars. Apart
from other things, this has led to the emergence of all sorts @f the
ries about the origin of our people, language, etc. Nevertheless, they
are almost all in agreement on one thinpe fact that the Albanian
people and their language are of very anciergimriHowever, it
will be our own Albanologists, whom our Party and state will train
carefully and provide with all the conditions necessary for their
work, who will give the precise answer to these probléms.

fAlbania must march on its own feeGtalin séd, fibecause it
has all the possibilities to do so.

fiwithout fail we shall forge ahead, replied.

fiFor our part, we shall help the Albanian people whole
heartedlyp said Comrade Stalin in the kindliest toribecause the
Albanians are fine peopte.

The whole dinner which Comrade Stalin put on in honour of
our delegation passed in a very warm, cordial and intimatesatmo
phere. Stalin proposed the first toast to our people, to the further
progress and prosperity of our country, to the Communist Party of
Albania. Then & proposed a toast to me, Hysand all the men-
bers of the Albanian delegation. | recall that later during the dinner,
when | spoke to him about the great resistance our people had put
up through the centuries against foreign invasions, Camg&tallin
described our people as an heroic people and again proposed a toast
to them. Apart from the free chat we had together, from time to time
he talked to the others, made jokes and prop~ toasts. He did not eat
much, but kept his glass of red wine @aat hand and clinked it
with ours with a smile at every toast.

After the dinner, Comrade Stalin invited us to go to the Kremlin
cinema where, apart from some Soviet newsreels, we saw the Soviet
feature filmfAThe Tractor Drived. We sat together on a sofmd |
was impressed by the attention with which Stalin followed this new
Soviet film. Frequently he would raise his warm voice to comment

% Comrade Hysni lépo, then viceninister of foreign affairs of the
PRA, was a member of the delegation which went to Moscow in July
1947
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on various moments of the events treated in the film. He was esp
cially pleased with the way in which the main ché&ain the film,

a vanguard tractor driver, in order to win the confidence of his co
rades and the fanners, struggled to become well acquainted with the
customs and the behaviour of the people in the countryside, their
ideas and aspirations. By working diving among the people, this
tractor driver succeeded in becoming a leader honoured eand r
spected by the peasants. At this moment Stalin said:

fiTo be able to lead, you must know the masses, and in order to
know them, you must go down among the maéses.

It was past midnight when we rose to leave. At that rmbme
Stalin invited us once again to take our glasses of wine and for the
third time proposed a toastfithe heroic Albanian peopie

After this he shook hands with us one by one and, when he
gave me 8 hand, said:

fiGive my cordial regards to the heroic Albanian people, whom
| wish succesg!

On July 26, 1947, our delegation, very satisfied with the
meetings and talks with Comrade Stalin, set off to return to the
Homeland.

50



SECOND MEETING
March-April 1949

Our stand towards the Yugoslav leadership from the years
of the war. The 1st Congress of the CPA. Policy of terror in
Kosova. On the Yugoslav divisions which were toee d
ployed in Albania. The Titoites aimed to overturn theasitu
tion in Albania. On tke war of the fraternal Greek people.
Erroneous views of the leadership of the Greek Communist
Party. The British want naval bases in our ports as a ond
tion for recognition. The road of the@wmic and cultural
development of Albania. On the siion of our peasantry.

On the history, culture, language and customs of tha-Alb
nian people.

| went to Moscow again on March 21, 1949, at the head of an
official delegation of the Government of the Pe@plRepublic of,
Albania and stayed there until April 1lathyear.

Mikoyan, Vyshinsky, and others, as well as all the diplomatic
representatives of the countries of peé&pldemocracy had come
out to welcome us at the Moscow airport.

We had the first official meeting with Vyshinsky the day after
our arrival and o March 23, at 22.05 hours.was received by
Comrade Stalin in the Kremlin, in the presence of Vystyirand
the ambassador of the USSR to Albania, Chuvakhin. | went to this
meeting with Spiro Koleka and Mihal Prifti who, at that time, was
our anbassadoin Moscow.

Comrade Stalin received us very warmly in his office. After
shaking hands with each of us in turn, he stopped in front of me:

fiYou look thin in the facé,he saidfihave you, been ill? Or are
you tiredd

fil feel very glad and happy to meet yagaing | replied and,
after we sat down, | told him that | wanted to raise several questions
with him.

fiTake all the time you neethe said with great goodwill, so
that | would talk about anything | codsred necessary.

| gave Comrade Stalin an expoaition a series of problems. |
spoke in general about the situation in our Party and country, the
recent events, the mistakes rgaized, as well as about our stand in
connection with the Yugoslav question. | told him that, as a result of
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the influence ofhe Trotskyite Yugoslav leadership on our lgade
ship and the excessive trust of some of our leaders in the treache
ous Yugoslav leadership, grave mistakes had been made, especially
in the organizational line of the Party, as noted by the 11th Plenum
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Albania, the
proceedings of which had been held in the light of th&ets of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(Bolsheviks) addressed to the Central Committee of the Communist
Paty of Yugoslavia and the Resolution of the Information Bureau
fiOn the Sitation in the Communist Party of Yugoslavia

fiThe Central Committee of our Paryl, told Comrade Stalin,
fifully endorsed the Resolution of the Infeation Bureau and we
condemned th treacherous anfilbanian and antBoviet course of
the Trotskyite Yugslav leadership in a special communiqué. The
leadership of our Party| pointed outfifor many years had encou
tered the hostile conspiratorial activity of the Titoites, the arraganc
and intrigues of Tités envoys: Vukmarovich-Tempo and Dushan
Mugoshad Among other things, | mentioned that on the eve of the
liberation of Albania, Tito, seeking to achieve his dibanian and
ant-Marxist aims, sent us a delegation of the CentrahQitee of
the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, headed by its special envoy,
Velimir Stoynich. At Berat, he and his secret collaborators, tlie tra
tors Sejffulla Maleshova, Kogi Xoxe, Pandi Kristo and othees, b
hind the scenes, prepared their reprehensilidedangerous moves
which constituted a serious plot against the correct liHevied by
the Party during the whole period of the war, against the indepen
ence of the Party and our country, against the General Secretary of
the Party pesonally, etc. Althouly it knew nothing about the plot
that was being concocted, the healthy section of the rgasigeof
our Party there and then energetically opposed the accusations made
against it and the line followed during the war. Convinced that
grave antiMarxist mistkes had been made at Berat, among other
things, | subequently presented to our Political Bureau the theses
for the reexamination of the Berat Plenum, but, as a result of the
feverish subversive activity of the Yugoslav leadership and its
agents in our meks, these theses were natepted.fiThe further
development of events, the Letters of the Central Committee of your
Party as well as the Resolution of the Information Bugehtold
Comrade Stalinfimade the situation completely clear to us, the ho
tile activity of the Yugoslav leadership with Tito at the head was
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uncovered and proved and the plotters in the ranks of our Party
were thoroughly exposed at the 11th Plenum of the CC of the Party.
The 1st Congress of the OPA endorsed the turn taken by the 11t
Plenum of the Central Committee and made it more thorough
going. It appraised the political line followed by the Party since its
founding as correct, and found that theeydiar distortions which
became apparent after Lilagon, especially in the orgazational
line of the Party, were the result of the Yugoslav interference and
the treacherous Trotskyite activity of Kogi Xoxe, Pandi Kristo and
Kristo Themelkod

I mentioned that both Kogi Xoxe and Pandi Kristo wera-da
gerous agents of the Yugoslav Trofitéy in the ranks of the leade
ship of our Party, that with the glaince, support and backing of the
Yugoslav Titoites they had made every effort to usurp the key pos
tions in our Party and our state of pedpldemocracy. In all their
treacherous activitghey had put themselves in thengee of the
nationalchauvinist and colonialist policy of the Trotskyite Yug
slav leadership towards the Pedpl®epublic of Albania. | added
that Kristo Themelko was one of those most influenced by thie Tro
skyite Yugoshv leadership and had implemented its directives in
the sector of the army unreservediidoweverd | went on,fafter
the betrayal of the Yugoslav leadership was fulhcavered, he
admitted his mistakes and made sificism before the Party.

Stalin, who was listening attentively, asked:

fiwhat are these three? Are they Slavs, Albanians or what are
they®d

fiKristo Themelko) | said, fis of Macedonian origin, whereas
Koci Xoxe is of Albanian origin, although his parents lived ia-M
cedoniad

| went on to té him about the exceptionally great importance
which the Letters of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union addressed to the Yugoslav leadership and the
Resolution of the Information Bureau had for our Paiity. the
light of the® documents, which came out at very crucial moments
for our Party and people| told Comrade Stalinfthe chaacter and
the aims of Yugoslav interference in Albania became completely
clear to the Central Committee of our Par#fter giving a general
outine of the many radical measures our Party had taken to put an
end to the fascious antiMarxist and antiAlbanian activity of these
agents, | told him that, although we encountered gpdsed their
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crooked activities as early as the waars,still we were conscious
of our responsibility, because we should have proved more vigilant.
Here Comrade Stalin interrupted me with these words:
fiOur letters addressed to the Yugoslav leadership do met co
tain everything, because there are many matters that ematged
We did not know that the Yugoslavs, under the pretextieferd-
ingbyour country against an attack from the Greek fascists, wanted
to bring units of their army into the PRA. They tried to do this in a
very secret manner. In reality, their aim mstdirection was utterly
hostile, for they intended to overturn the situation in Albania. Your
report to us on this question was of value, otherwise we would have
known nothing about these divisions which they wanted to station
on your territory. They imed that they were taking this action
alegedly with the approval of the Soviet Union! As for what you
said, that you ought to have shown greateilanige, the truth is that
in the relations with Yugoslavia there has been lack of vigilance not
only by yau but also by others.

A wreath of multi-coloured flowers at the entrance to the
Mausoleum of the immortal Lenin. Moscow March 1949.

Continuing my discourse, | told Comrade Stalin that thd-diff
cult moments created by the Titoites and by the mondadaists
who were acting against our country under orders of the American
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